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Conservation Commission Minutes of November 17, 2009


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission
One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056
Meeting of November 17, 2009

	Conservation Commission Members
	Others

	
	

	Joyce Terrio - - - chairman -------  present
	Janet DeLonga - - -Agent -------present

	*David Lutes - - - Vice chairman—present
	Marie Simpson - -  Administrative Assist.

	Dan Crafton - - - Member ---------present
	

	John Weddleton- Clerk ------------present
	

	Ellen Friedman – Member --------Absent
	

	John Wayne - - - Member ---------Absent
	

	* left meeting at 8:40 p.m.
	


This meeting was videotaped by NCTV.
New Business:
00:02:48 - Vouchers were signed.
There were no minutes to review

Mrs. Terrio reported that she accompanied Mr. Weddleton to a recent school committee meeting regarding the Kunde Forest playground.  The playground plan was presented to the school committee.  The school committee was very agreeable to the plan. 
Mr. Weddleton stated that he has a construction budget of approximately $70,000.00 for the proposed playground.  There is an additional $15,500 item for nine recycled plastic benches and six picnic tables.  This would bring the construction budget for the playground up to $89,000.00.  He requested authorization to purchase these items.  He noted that the playground equipment would be purchased with funds from other sources and some of the playground equipment would be moved from the old playground.  He noted that a substantial amount of money of the benches and tables is for transportation costs. The project will commence on Monday.

Public Hearing – Toils End Farm
7:35 p.m.  00:05:05  
Present were Howard Bailey and Kathy Kadurka.  Abutters signed an attendance sheet, which was entered into the record.
Mrs. Terrio stated that the Commission does not have any information from Natural Heritage yet.  Mr. Bailey stated that he is preparing a conservation management plan.

Mr. Bailey stated that his development group has decided not to build any new trails in Norfolk that would be within a wetland resource area that the Commission has jurisdiction.  He stated that they are requesting a withdrawal of their Notice of Intent application.  Mr. Bailey stated that any proposed parking on conservation land would be removed.  
Mr. Weddleton stated that the Commission needs a plan showing that the project has been removed from all resource areas.  Mr. Bailey stated that the discharge from a retention pond would be directed into the town of Wrentham.  The retention pond is not within a resource area according to Mr. Bailey.   Upon questioning from Mr. Crafton, Mr. Bailey stated that he is withdrawing his application because it is not worth the aggravation.  He stated that he would follow up his verbal request with a letter.  Mr. Lutes noted that if land is going to be set aside for open space then the Conservation Commission will still have to look at access issues.  Mr. Bailey noted that this would happen only if he planned to gift the open space to the town.  Mr. Lutes noted that the Conservation Commission can still comment on the open space as this is an open space subdivision whether the land is gifted to the town or not.  He noted that the Commission also has to comment on the Conservation Restriction if it is submitted to the state.  
Mr. Bailey stated that there will be activities proposed on the open space parcel. 
Mr. Bailey stated that he met with the Town Administrator and the Board of Selectmen last night.  The Board of Selectmen would be drafting a letter to the Commission. The Board of Selectmen indicated that they would not be inclined to accept the open space land with a Conservation Restriction on it.   

Ms. DeLonga noted that the Notice of Intent application showed impacts to the resource areas because of roadways and trails. Mr. Bailey stated that there would be no impacts to resource areas as a result of the roadways.  Mr. Bailey stated that the planning board is still planning to conduct a site inspection of the property on December 6th. 
Mr. Weddleton suggested that the Commission continue the hearing and research the proper procedure for a withdrawal.  Mr. Bailey stated that the Commission has a plan showing all trails removed and the retention basin discharge point relocated to Wrentham. Ms. Delonga pointed out the resource areas that would be impacted due to the project. She noted that the Commission would need a plan showing no impacts to resources. Mr. Bailey stated that he has a plan in the office that he will bring to Ms. DeLonga on Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m. Ms. DeLonga will confirm that there would be no impacts to resource areas.  Ms. DeLonga will review the plans to determine that there are no impacts to resources. Mr. Bailey stated that there will be a Notice of Intent application submitted for the DPW to perform work on Maple Street.  The work on Maple Street will be limited to buffer zone work.  The Commission will check with Town Counsel as to the proper procedure to follow for the withdrawal request.
The final plan has yet to be submitted to the Planning Board.  The Commission will review that plan and match it with the features on the plan in the Conservation files (location of existing trails, etc) 

Mr. Lutes made the motion to continue the hearing to Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. This session closed at 8:53 p.m. (00:20:43) 
OLD BUSINESS- ACTION ITEMS

Request for Certificate of Compliance - 6 Day Street – Ms. DeLonga conducted a site inspection and had taken photographs of the septic repair area. The disturbed areas were hydroseeded but there was no established vegetation.  Ms. DeLonga recommended more time for the grass to grow.  Mr. Weddleton noted that once there is a freeze the grass seed will die and the site will not be stabilized.  If there is a heavy rain there could be a washout.
The members agreed to wait until December 9th to take any action on this matter. No vote was taken at this meeting.

Request for Quote – 91 Leland Road -  One response was received for the review of 91 Leland Road.  Earthworks, Inc. of Plainville, MA submitted a bid of $1300.00.
Mr. Lutes made the motion to accept the bid from Earthworks, Inc. for $1300.00 with the provision that the optional fee of $350 to attend a site visit with the applicant’s engineer would only be approved and authorized if the Commission deems the extra site visit necessary.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  
Mrs. Terrio reported that a post-construction report was received from Wetland Strategies describing the wetland replication work on Lot 189 Applewood Road. 

CORRESPONDENCE:
Mrs. Terrio will review the copy of the letter to be sent by the Commission to local business owners soliciting funds for the Kunde Forest Playground within the next few days.  
Mrs. Terrio had written a letter to the Board of Selectmen regarding the open space parcel on Toils End Farm 
The Administrative Assistant reported that Mr. Frontzac visited the office and said that he will be giving the Commission all receipts from Western Nurseries for the mitigation plantings at 14 Main Street.  

Mr. Lutes stated that any discussion on ponds in Norfolk should include Highland Lake.  Mr. Crafton recommended that Mirror Lake and Populatic Pond also be included in any discussion.
Mr. Weddleton reported that the Boy Scouts were interested in doing an Eagle Scout project within the Kunde Forest.  He also stated that he wanted to have a commitment tonight for the proposed budget items intended for the Kunde Playground.    He noted that he contacted Fossils in New York who would be creating the signage for the play area.  He received a price of $4900 for 20 signs.  
Mr. Crafton made the motion to accept the playground and education construction budget for the Kunde Forest as presented by John Weddleton.  Mr. Lutes seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

00:42:36 - 8:15 p.m. Public Hearing - 27 Everett Street – David Raymond, the applicant, was present.  A revised plan was presented.  The Commission received a signature from the owner, the percentage of area disturbed in the 50 and 100 foot buffer zone and a DEP file number.   The private well has to be relocated due to the septic location.  The new well would have to located within the 0-50 foot buffer.
Mr. Lutes made the motion to close the hearing at 8:20 p.m.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
The Commission reviewed the draft Order of Conditions prepared by the Agent.  A condition will be added that there will be no dumping of lawn waste in the wetlands. This will remain a perpetual condition.  Mr. Lutes made the motion to approve the Order of Conditions as amended.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

8:25 p.m. Appointment with Butch Vito, DPW Director, and Ann Proto, Recreation Director.  Mrs. Terrio congratulated Mr. Vito on his timely repair of a water main break on Seekonk Street and the removal of sediment into adjacent wetlands. The DPW removed the sedimentation in the wetlands. 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the general condition of the town owned ponds.  Mr. Vito noted that vegetation is taking over the ponds.  Some ponds are private, such as Mirror Lake, which has its own lake association. Mr. Vito noted that in 2005, Fish and Wildlife had conducted a study of the City Mills Pond, Town Pond, and Kingsbury Pond.  Comey’s Pond and Bush Pond were not studied due to restricted or non-existent boat access.  The site visit however, had indicated that these ponds had the same vegetation issues.
Mr. Lutes noted that Highland Lake is experiencing some sedimentation problems. He noted that the Commission does not have the resources to be proactive in managing the vegetation in the ponds. He noted that the Norfolk Trout Club owns several ponds and is active in treating weeds in the ponds. The club is responsible for obtaining annual sediment samplings before and after treatment of the ponds.
Mr. Vito stated that the town widened the Town Pond and created a larger beach area during a town drainage project.  Swimming has been ruled out at the Town Pond but there is still some interest in creating a fishing area. Mrs. Proto noted that the Town Pond is cold enough to hold trout. The Recreation Department had obtained funding from the CPC to enhance the Town Pond area.   

The access to Bush Pond is from Lawrence Street.  Mr. Vito stated that Bush Pond is filling in very quickly with vegetation.   He noted that there is no funding source to address this problem.  Mr. Vito noted that drawing the water down at Bush Pond would stunt the growth of weeds
Mrs. Terrio noted that the hand removal of phragmities at the Town Pond was an Eagle Scout project a couple of years ago.  There are less phragmities now at the Town Pond. This is an ongoing management issue. 
Mrs. Proto presented a concept plan for Town Pond that was prepared by landscape architect, Lowell Robinson in 2000.

Mrs. Terrio stated that this issue would remain on the Commission’s agenda as an open topic.  Mr. Vito stated that he will review some options for Town Pond with Mrs. Proto.  .

Mr. Vito stated that the Town owns City Mills Pond but Camger Chemical controls the weir.  

The Commission reviewed a 1965 aerial map of Norfolk.

The meeting closed at 9:25 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for December 9, 2009.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________,
John Weddleton, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
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