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Conservation Commission Minutes of April 14, 2010


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

April 14, 2010

	Board Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio --- chairman ---present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent---present    

	David Lutes----vice chair----present
	Marie Simpson ----Ad. Assist---present

	John Weddleton—clerk------present
	

	Dan Crafton-------member---present
	

	Ellen Friedman---member---present
	

	John Wayne------member----present
	

	
	


The duly posted meeting of the Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.
APPOINTMENT: (7:30 p.m.)  Department of Corrections Wastewater Treatment Project (240-511).  Andrew Bakinowski, a representative for the Department of Corrections, was present.   Mr. Bakinowski updated the Commission on the conditions of the wastewater treatment plant project and in particular the issue with the stockpiling of soils in filter beds 5, 6 and 7.  The Commission viewed digital photographs of the stockpile areas and the site after the heavy rains of the past two weeks. The stockpiles were originally out of the buffer zones but after the first rain event the approximately 700 yards of material began to migrate.  The stockpiles are currently too wet to be used for backfill. The Department of Corrections plans to fill in the filter beds and install photovoltaics in one of the filter beds. Mr. Bakinowski briefed the Commission on other issues with this project.  Ms. DeLonga and Mr. Wayne will do a site inspection of the project area next week with Mr. Bakinowski.  

APPOINTMENT: (7:45 p.m.) Town Pond Discussion.  Butch Vito, DPW Director, and Ann Proto, Recreation Director, and Thomas Terpstra, a member of the Recreation Commission, were present to discuss long range plans for the recreational use of the town pond area also known as the Kenneth Wood Conservation Land, which would be paid for with CPC funds.  Ms. Proto presented an existing conditions plan, dated January 18, 2010.  No beach area is proposed.  Two or three fishing platforms are being proposed as well as a picnic area and formal and informal trails. The stream that flows around the pond is perennial.  The site has an existing gravel parking area that accommodates12 parking spaces that would not be paved.  A proposed handicapped parking space would be paved however. Mr. Vito stated that it is not feasible to use the town pond for swimming. 
There has been some re-encroachment of phragmities.  Mr. Vito is proposing to remove the phragmities by hand and is considering using the boyscouts for long term maintenance of the site.  Mr. Vito noted that all of the Norfolk ponds require maintenance or they will grow in. 
A filing with the Conservation Commission would be necessary if paving is proposed for the parking area.  All paths/trails would have to be handicapped accessible.  The trails will be staked out so the Commission can conduct a site inspection.  Mrs. Proto asked if they could install an aeration system for the pond.  The Commission asked for additional information. 
The Commission took a brief recess at 8:45 p.m.
MINUTES:

Mr. Lutes made the motion to approve the Minutes of March 24, 2010 as amended.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 5-0.  Mr. Crafton abstained. 

VOUCHERS:

Vouchers for expenses related to the development of the Kunde Forest playground were signed.  The members reviewed the Agent’s timesheet to date.
KUNDE FARM PLAYGROUND:  Mr. Weddleton reported that the project is on budget. 
REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE:
A request for a release from an expired Order of Conditions for 35 Needham Street was reviewed.  Ms. DeLonga conducted a site inspection and took digital photographs.  The project was the construction of a 480 foot long driveway within the 50 foot no disturb buffer zone.  Ms. DeLonga noted that the mitigation plantings were acceptable.  Mr. Lutes made the motion to approve the Certificate of Release.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion
Mr. Lutes made the motion to release the $16,000 bond that was held pending the satisfactory completion of the project including the plantings.   Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

CORRESPONDENCE:
A packet detailing some of the revisions to the Open Meeting Law that will take effect on July 1, 2010 was received.  The Administrative Assistant attended a seminar on the proposed changes at the Norfolk Public Library on April 13, 2010. .

Correspondence was received from Town Counsel on a litigation issue and from the Board of Health and the DPW regarding Ferne Ridge Estates.
A draft budget had been prepared by the Building Commissioner for all of the Land Use Boards including the Conservation Commission.  It was noted that the Conservation Agent is now being paid from the Wetland Protection Expense Fund as the $10,000 appropriated funding source has been depleted.   
Mrs. Terrio will remind the Town Administrator and the Building Commissioner that a draft contract for the Agent is ready for their review and discussion.   

Mrs. Terrio will review the draft thank you notes to be sent to parties who donated funds to the Kunde Playground project. 
9:15 p.m.  Ann Proto returned to the Commission and asked if the Commission wants to have a wetland engineer or a member of the Recreation Department flag the trails at the Town Pond. When they are ready to file a Notice of Intent they will have a wetland consultant flag the resources that will be impacted.  Mrs. Proto will be getting prices and determine whether to proceed with the project. 
The discussion on the revisions to the Wetland Regulations will be deferred to April 28. 
43 Mirror Lake Ave. – Request for Certificate of Compliance.   Ms. DeLonga conducted a site inspection and recommended the issuance of a COC.  Mr. Weddleton made the motion to approve the Certificate of Compliance for 43 Mirror Lake Avenue.  Mr. Lutes seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
9:30 p.m.  Jack Scott, the developer of 20 Applewood Road, was in the audience and wished to speak to the Commission even though he was not on the agenda for this evening.  He questioned what needs to be done at the project site in order to receive a Certificate of Compliance.  Wetland Strategies was at the site yesterday and will be preparing a written report on the replication.  Condition #13 of the Order of conditions stipulates what has to be done in order to receive a Certificate of Compliance.  United Consultants is preparing a plan for a partial Certificate of Compliance.  The plans call for a paved driveway but the new owner of 20 Applewood Road wants to keep the driveway gravel.  Jack Scott was told to prepare a plan showing the gravel bed rather than the pavement along with a paved turn-around and submit it with the request for a Partial COC.  
Ms. DeLonga questioned where and when the monies in the Conservation Fund were moved.  The Town Administrator never acted on the request of the Commission for information. Mr. Crafton will follow up with an e-mail to the Town Administrator and notify Mr. Lutes. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mr. Lutes made the motion to go into Executive Session at 10:05 p.m. to review and approve Executive Session minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Crafton.  The Commission will not go back into open session after the Executive Session.  Mrs. Terrio recused herself and left the room.  The vote on the motion was as follows:

David Lutes -------------  aye

Daniel Crafton-----------  aye

Ellen Friedman----------- aye

John Weddleton ---------  aye

John Wayne--------------- aye

The vote on the motion was 5-0.  The Agent and the Administrative Assistant were not present for the Executive Session. 

___________________________,

John Weddleton, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
