Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

January 27, 2010

	Conservation Commission Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio ---  Chairman -----present
	Janet DeLonga ----Agent----present

	David Lutes ---  Vice Chair-----present
	Marie Simpson – Administrative Assistant

	John Weddleton-Clerk --------- present
	

	Ellen Friedman – Member----- present
	

	Daniel Crafton - -Member------Absent
	

	John Wayne -----Member -----Present
	

	
	


The meeting convened at 7:35 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.   

7:35 p.m.  Public Hearing for  91 Leland Rd.  Present:  Bruce Johnston, James Susi (United Consultants), Attorney  Sacks.  Mr. Susi stated that he just received the revised plans, drainage report and Geotechnical consultant letter for 91 Leland Road this afternoon and had them hand delivered to the conservation office. A copy was also hand delivered to the Commission’s consultant’s office.  An actual permeability test was conducted last Thursday and witnessed by Ms. DeLonga. Several revisions were made to the plans based upon the revised runoff numbers. The curtain drains were increased from two feet to three feet in width. A 4 inch outlet pipe now joins the two curtain drains so there will be no spillage onto the property.  A third chamber was added.  There will be no discharge beyond the 50 foot no disturb buffer during a 100 year storm.  There will be no water breakout from the slope.  There will be no potential for sideway breakout. 

Mr. Susi stated that the driveway detail has not changed.  Ms. DeLonga stated that she was concerned that the plants provided are not native.  Mr. Susi stated that an alternate list was given to him but he forgot it.  Mr. Susi noted that the berry producing plants will be relocated from the front yard to the rear yard. He will get the list to Ms. DeLonga by Monday. 

Ms. DeLonga stated that she wants to see permanent bounds installed at the 50 foot no disturb buffer.  Mr. Susi stated that he would prefer a natural shrub barrier rather than boulders at the 50 foot buffer line.  The wooded area would not be disturbed in the 50 foot buffer zone.  Mr. Weddleton suggested a split rail fence be installed. Mr. Lutes stated that the Order of Conditions can address the type of barrier.  Mr. Lutes made the motion to close the hearing with the understanding that the Commission receive a planting plan and a condition is added that more clearly defines what the 50 foot demarcation line will be.  Mr. Johnston stated that he prefers a split rail fence.  There will be no need for further review by Earthworks, Inc.      Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.

8:05 p.m. Public Hearing for Spruce Road Municipal Well.  Mr. Butch Vito, JR. was present.  Mr. Vito passed out a plan and a letter from Natural Heritage. 

Mr. Vito stated that this is an existing municipal water site.  In the early 1980’s the town was able pump about 520 gallons per minute.  He noted that in 2007-2008 the well was cleaned as the volume was lower.  The well is now pumping 220 gallons per minute. .  DEP has given the DPW permission to look for a new well head site around this existing site.  The new site would be able to pump 300 gallons per minute.  Between the two well heads there would be a total of 500 gallons pumped per minute. 

Mr. Vito stated that the new well head will be located outside of the building.  The DPW just has to excavate for a water line to the building.  A new chain link fence will be located around the new wellhead.  They will excavate a trench for an 8 inch water main and for electricity.   Haybales are proposed for Erosion prevention.  Mr. Vito stated that the wetlands were flagged in 2001. They will reflag the wetlands if the Commission wants. The project will be located within the 100 foot buffer zone.  If there is any migration of wetlands it would occur on the southerly side of the lot.  The project is within the 200 foot riparian zone. Mr. Vito stated that they are having problems locating wells with large yields.

Mr. Vito questioned if the Commission feels that they are exempt from a MESA filing. This is a question for the state to answer. They have filed with Natural Heritage and are awaiting a determination.  Mr. Vito stated that they hope to start the excavation in March. The meeting will be kept open until the Commission hears from Natural Heritage.  Ms. DeLonga stated that the plans submitted with the filing are not signed and stamped. 
Ms. DeLonga stated that this site is shown to have an Inland Restricted Wetland.  She requested that the total riverfront area be indicated on the plan as well as the amount of disturbance in the riverfront. 

Mr. Lutes made the motion to continue the public hearing to February 10, 2010 at 7:45 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

8:35 p.m.  Appointment with George Cronin Jr. -  Mr. Weddleton recused himself and left the table as his property lies adjacent to 54B Grove Street, the topic of this discussion. 

Mr. Cronin stated that 54B Grove Street property consisting of 4.05 acres was given status as an Estate Lot by the Planning Board.  He noted that at some point they are going to sell this property and if they do it will landlock conservation land located at the rear of the property. Mr. Cronin noted that the Community Preservation Committee had inquired about purchasing the property.  He noted that the Conservation Commission should be an advocate for the purchase of this property.

Mr. Weddleton was recognized by the chairman to speak regarding this property.  He noted that he had given an easement from the Preserve at Keeney Pond subdivision to access the conservation land (Grove St. Conservation Land).  Mr. Lutes stated that if the Commission is able to acquire the Cronin property the area could be developed into a decent hiking area with a parking area.  After a discussion it was determined that Mr. Lutes will bring this matter to the Community Preservation Committee.  The Committee will be meeting on February 3rd.  Mr. Lutes will contact Cyndi Andrade, the CPC chairman, to see if Mr. Cronin should attend the meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Vito, the DPW Director informed the Commission that he is talking with Ann Proto, the Recreation Director, about obtaining more school field space at the Freeman Centennial School campus.  One major issue is obtaining parking areas.  Mr. Vito noted that he would like to encroach into the adjacent conservation property.  It is not known if this is Article 97 land.  The office will check the deed of the property to see if there are any restrictions on the property. Mrs. Terrio requested that Mr. Vito bring a diagram to discuss future parking plans for the sports field.

Mr. Lutes called for a brief recess. 

Minutes: 
The Commission reviewed the Minutes of December 9, 2009.  After a discussion related to the revision, Mr. Lutes made the motion to accept the minutes as revised.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Friedman.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Vouchers:
The Commission reviewed and signed vouchers for removal of trees at the Kunde Forest ($7,800), and for the installation of an irrigation well at the site of the new outdoor classroom/recreation area ($4,120).

Review of Draft Kunde Playground Flyer:
The Commission reviewed the draft flyer that will be disseminated to the school children.  Mrs. Friedman will rework the flyer.  The Commission discussed sending the flyer to the Norfolk Boomerang. 

Correspondence:

E-mail correspondence was received by the Norfolk County Mosquito Control.

Ms. DeLonga had inspected 27 Everett Street and prepared a field report.  There was sediment oozing behind the haybale barriers.  Ms. DeLonga also contacted the owner of the property

Request for Certificate of Compliance:

The Applicant for 17 Pine Street (Rocco Plaza) requested a certificate of compliance.  A letter and an as-built plan was received. No fee was submitted however.  This request will be deferred to the next conservation commission meeting. 

The members discussed that they will review some of the unapproved Executive Session minutes and listen to the audio tapes at the February 24th meeting.  A short Executive Session will be held on February 10th.  

Kunde Playground Donations:

The office will draft thank you notes to be sent to those who donated money for the playground.  Mrs. Terrio will review the draft before it is sent out. 

Toils End Farm:

No meeting will be scheduled with the Planning Board regarding Toils End Farm.  The Commission will draft a letter with their concerns to the Planning Board and to the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the Commission should obtain a final plan and check to see if any work is within the Commission’s jurisdiction. 

Conservation Commission Vacancy:

Mr. Lutes suggested that Mrs. Terrio send an e-mail to the Board of Selectmen about obtaining a new members.  The Commission currently has 6 members due to the resignation of Erin Bardanis. 

189 Union Street – Mark DiFillippo:
The Commission discussed whether the development plans for 189 Union Street included pavers at the end of the driveway.  This will be discussed at the Commission’s next meeting.  Ms. DeLonga will check the site on Monday to see what type of material has been put at the end of the driveway.  

Zoning Bylaw Study Committee Member:

Mr. Weddleton noted that he would be willing to be the Commission’s appointee to the Zoning Bylaw Study Committee.  Mr. Lutes made the motion to appoint Mr. Weddleton to the ZBSC.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. Mr. Wayne is a member at large of that committee. 

Discussion - Fern Ridge:

Mr. Lutes recused himself and left the table during this discussion.  Mrs. Terrio stated that there are a number of issues and concerns with this project.  Mr. Weddleton stated that he had previously spoken with Jeff Kane, a former commission member, on this matter. Mr. Kane had indicated to Mr. Weddleton that if there was no work being performed in the buffer zone there is no jurisdictional issue for the Conservation Commission.   

Mrs. Terrio recognized Mr. Lutes from the audience.  Mr. Lutes noted that the developer is proposing to tie into the current stormwater system on Turner Street but because he is adding more flow to the outfall it would have to be increased in size.   The outfall is not shown on any plans.  The outfall may actually be within a restricted wetland.  The developer requires an easement to discharge more water on the private property on which the outfall is located.  Mr. Lutes stated that if the outfall is expanded then the project will be within the jurisdiction of the Commission.   The Commission will not be receiving a plan until the Commission notifies the Planning Board.  Mr. Weddleton recommended that the Commission ask Town Counsel if this structure will be within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  Mr. Lutes noted that before the Commission can sign off on the project they should find out if they have jurisdiction but there is no jurisdiction within the subdivision itself.  Mr. Lutes noted that the developer of Ferne Ridge has requested a waiver from the bylaws that requires that all stormwater be maintained on-site.  At least three or four abutters of Callahan’s Pond have flooding problems in their basements.

The Commission will notify the Planning Board via written correspondence that the Commission believes that that the infrastructure improvements related to this development may impact the buffer zone or the restricted wetlands but we have not seen the plans showing the total off-site infrastructure.

Mrs. Terrio will draft a letter to the Board of Health with a courtesy copy to the Planning Board.  The letter is needed by Monday. 

Town Meeting Report:

The Administrative Assistant will draft the 2009 Town Meeting Report and submit the report to the Commission. 

Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the meeting at 10:30 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

________________________,

John Weddleton, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
