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Conservation Commission Minutes of May 26, 2010


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Meeting of May 26, 2010

	Commission Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio -----Chairman -------present
	Janet DeLonga -------- Agent -----present

	David Lutes ----- Vice chair-------absent
	Marie Simpson --------Ad. Asst. –present

	John Weddleton---Clerk-----------present
	

	Daniel Crafton ----Member------- absent
	

	Ellen Friedman----Member-------present
	

	John Wayne--------Member-------present
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
APPOINTMENT:
7:30 p.m.  Town Pond Discussion:    Ann Proto, Recreation Director, Thomas Terpstra, Community Preservation Committee member, and Butch Vito, DPW Supervisor, were present to discuss two potential plans for the enhancement of the town pond area.  Ms. Proto prepared handouts outlining the two plan options (“Town Pond Restoration Project, May 20, 2010”).
One plan includes a fence to protect the parking lot from the railroad tracks.  The parking lot area would remain the same. Casual paths would be a future boyscout project.  The driveway to the parking area would be moved off of the abutting property owner’s property and additional plantings would be installed to attract different species of song birds.  Plan B entails most of what is included in Plan A, but several more features would be added, including the possibility of adding a plaque in honor of Ken Wood, the original owner of the parcel.   The monies would come from the Community Preservation Fund.
Ms. Proto noted that the Commission has to make a determination on how they want to handle the phragmities issue. Mrs. Terrio stated that she would wait for all members to be in attendance before making that decision.
Ms. Proto will contact an engineer to draw the final plans.  The Notice of Intent filing will merely state that the work/improvements would be located within the Commission’s jurisdiction rather than list each individual project. 
APPOINTMENT:
Appointment - 36 Everett St. -  Mr. Cournoyer was present.  He is proposing to change the location of a portion of the mitigation area as shown on the sketch submitted.  There would be the same amount of square footage of mitigation area proposed.  They will plant 30 bushes and trees.  Mr. Cournoyer would like to eliminate the winterberry bushes due to the toxicity of the berries to pets and children and wanted to know if a substitution could be made. Ms. DeLonga suggested blackberries or raspberries.  The Commission deemed that the change did not warrant an amendment to the Order of Conditions.  Mr. Weddleton made the motion to accept the proposed change to the mitigation area and changing the winterberry plant species to raspberry or blackberry bushes.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
PUBLIC HEARING:
8:25 p.m.  8 Stilwell Ave.-  Mr. and Mrs. Atwater and David Crossman, the applicant’s wetland consultant, were present. The consultant conducted two more deep hole tests and a perc test for the possibility of relocating the septic system. At present the engineer is looking into the placement of the system in the area of the old system and constructing a small retaining wall to keep the grading from impacting the depression.   The Board of Health agent advised them to conduct a second perc test in a month and he would also be amendable to placing the new system in the area of the old system. 
Mr. Crossman informed the Commission that the water table is lower in the area of the existing septic system. The Atwaters were concerned about the height of the septic mound.
The Commission and the Applicants entered into a lengthy discussion about wetlands and the possibility of the Commission hiring its own consultant to check the wetland resources on this property.   Mr. & Mrs. Atwater requested that the RFQ process be prepared although they may not want to follow through with the hiring of another wetland consultant.  Mr. Weddleton made the motion to continue the public hearing on this matter to June 9, 2010 at 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The hearing adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

APPOINTMENT:
9:25 p.m., - Butch Vito, DPW Director re:  Route 115 reconstruction.  Mr. Vito had submitted packets to the Commission showing the proposed landscaping/mitigation planting scheme.  The areas that would be planted will remain the same but the number of plants were cut back.  Mr. Vito thought that it would be best to revisit the types of plantings in certain areas as some species would be better suited than others.  A letter explaining the change in the number of plants will be prepared and added to the file.  The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

MINUTES:
The May 12, 2010 minutes were reviewed.  Mr. Wayne made the motion to approve the minutes as amended. Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
VOUCHERS:
A voucher for Tresca Brothers was signed by the Commission for expenses related to the development of the Kunde Conservation Play Area. 
EXTENSIONS, ETC.:
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to approve a three year extension to the Order of Conditions issued to the “Village at River’s Edge” project.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
Lycott Environmental informed the Commission that the May 24th herbicide treatment for the Norfolk Trout Club ponds was being postponed.  The Agent was instructed to contact Lycott to find out why the treatment was postponed. 
Correspondence was received from Catherine Lowndes of 31 Stanhope Drive informing the Commission of illegal dumping of yard waste on conservation land at 29 Stanhope Drive.  The DPW will be contacted about replacing the original “No Dumping” sign at this location.  

ACTION ITEMS:

Kunde Park Planting Plan – Mr. Weddleton reported that the planting of this area will commence within the next two weeks.  So far, the project is $5000 under budget.  An approximately 300 foot handicapped accessible trail was added to the site.  The retaining wall had to be extended.  Mr. Weddleton suggested that the area be named “Kunde Conservation Park”.    

The members reviewed a print out of the Agent’s hours to date. 
The Commission members reviewed photographs taken by Ms. DeLonga of a memorial plaque set in a large rock as a memorial to a deceased Conservation Commission member in another town.  The Commission authorized the Administrative Assistant to look for a similar sized memorial stone to locate on the Kunde Park in memory of deceased Commission member, Larry Harrington. 

The next meeting of the Commission will be June 9, 2010.
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the meeting at 10:10 p.m. seconded by Mr. Wayne.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.
____________________________,

John Weddleton, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
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