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Conservation Commission Minutes of September 22, 2010


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of September 22, 2010

	Conservation Comm. Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio ----   chairman -------    present
	Janet DeLonga -----Cons. Agent -----  present

	John Weddleton-- vice Chair------    present
	Marie Simpson ----Ad. Asst.  ---------  present

	Ellen Friedman – clerk -----------      present
	

	Daniel Crafton--- member -------      present
	

	John Wayne ----- member -------      present
	

	Kevin O’Loughlin – member --       present
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 

In accordance with the provisions of the revised Open Meeting Law (G.L. c.30A, §§ 18-25) Mrs. Terrio announced that the meeting was being tape recorded. 

Appointment/Town Pond Discussion

7:30 p.m.  Ann Proto, Recreation Commission Director, and Butch Vito Jr., DPW Director were present to discuss a revised plan for the enhancement of Town Pond for passive recreation use.  The new plan was entitled “Proposed Restoration for Passive Recreation at the Town Pond, Norfolk, MA, dated March 26, 2010, most recently revised on September 2010. The revisions include showing all new paths/trails located outside of the high water line and increasing the number of fishing docks from one to three on the north side of the pond. The plans also show the existing access road and the proposed access road to the parking area.  The current roadway configuration infringes on the adjacent property and will be relocated.  The roadway would also be widened.
The parking area would be enhanced by the addition of a blueberry patch near the parking area.  An additional parking area set aside for 2 additional cars that would have closer access to the pond.  This area would not be paved.  
The proposed 500 foot in length fence would be 6 feet in height and has already been surveyed.  The Recreation Commission has approximately $80,000 for the restoration.   

The plan shows potential and existing paths.  The paths within the high water area would be extended to the water and the fishing platforms. The platforms would be on land and overhang the water.  There would be three footbridges constructed to cross the stream from the paths to the pond.  If money is available the beach would be extended an additional 50 or 60 feet to be used for wading in the water for fishing.  There is no swimming area proposed. 
Ms. Proto stated that the prioritized enhancements at this site will be  1) the access way, 2) fence, 3) fishing platforms and 4) parking area.  The next priority item would be signage for the trails. The last priority item would be the enhanced entrance, blueberry patch and beach areas.  Ms. Proto spoke to an Eagle Scout candidate about the town pond plans. 
The replacement of sand at the beach area would be very costly and there may not be enough money to do this portion of the project. The cost of the fence will be approximately $9000 ($18 per foot).  Mr. Crafton was concerned that enhancing the beach area would invite swimming. 

A Notice of Intent filing would be required for the footbridges, fishing platforms and parking lot preparation. The fishing docks may also need to have a chapter 91 license from DEP. The Commission stated that they were pleased with the proposed improvements.  The roadway access work would commence immediately. 
Appointment/Eagle Scout Project Update:

Ryan Bakinowski was present to report on the progress of his Eagle Scout project at the Lind Farm. There have been two work sessions to date that involved cutting brush and mowing.  The signs have already been ordered.  Ryan requested that he and the members do a site walk to determine the location of the signs sometime in the middle of October.  He will contact the office with potential dates and times for this walk.
Public Hearing:

8:10 p.m. -17 King Philip Trail (240-519). Present were Bruce Johnston, the applicant, and Richard Goodreau from United Consultants.  No abutters were present.  In accordance with the provisions of the revised Open Meeting Law (G.L. c.30A, §§ 18-25) Mrs. Terrio announced that the meeting was being tape recorded.
Mr. Goodreau presented an overview of the Notice of Intent proposal.  There are two parts to this project.  The first part is the removal and reconstruction of a wood deck around the inground swimming pool.  The wood supports now rest on cement blocks.  The deck would be supported by hand dug sono tube footings.  The second proposal is the removal of 8 trees at the rear of the house.  One of the trees is a large oak tree that had been struck by lightening several years ago. The applicant proposes to plant a screen of trees (hemlock, blue spruce and evergreens) as mitigation along the D.O.C. drain line to offset the removal of these trees. An erosion control (compost sock) has been installed between the pond and the trees to be removed.  Ms. DeLonga reported that she conducted a site inspection and found that the stairs and wood deck around the house had already been removed. The dumpster is on site.  Mr. Goodreau stated that the tree stumps would be left in place. The holes for the mitigation trees would be hand dug. 
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the hearing at 8:25 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Ms. DeLonga noted that information pertaining to a commercial/industrial development was listed in the Notice of Intent.  Mr. Goodreau noted that this was a typographical error.  Mr. Goodreau amended and initialed the application.   Mr. Crafton made the motion to approve the amended Notice of Intent for 17 King Philip Trail.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  

Request for Extension of Order of Conditions:
8:25 p.m.  Saddle Ridge Estates – Ralph Costello from Unique Homes and Rob Truax from GLM Engineering were present.  Mr. Costello noted that GLM had written a letter requesting a three year extension of the Order of Condition.  The Orders expired on September 14, 2008 but were automatically extended for an additional two years as a result of the Permit Extension Act recently passed by the legislature.  The Commission denied the extension at the last meeting and had sent a letter of explanation to Mr. Costello.  

Mr. Costello noted that the real estate market has not been good for several years and asked that the Commission reconsider its vote.  The Planning Board recently extended the subdivision approval to 2012.  
Mr. Truax explained to the Commission that the only work within a resource area would be on some of the lots and for the construction of a footbridge over a stream to access the open space area.  The 5 lot subdivision project would still be able to move forward even though the Orders expired but Mr. Truax stated that the Commission would have more control over the project with an open Order.  He noted that $5000 is more than adequate to construct a footbridge over the stream if it is required as conditioned in the Order.  The Commission discussed that the Agent should conduct a site inspection to ensure that the wetland boundaries are still accurate.  This must be done before the Commission reconsiders the vote.  Mr. Truax noted that Joyce Hastings from GLM could accompany Ms. DeLonga on this site walk to point out the wetland boundaries. 
After a brief discussion it was agreed that this matter would be postponed to October 13, 2010 which would allow the agent to visit the site and affirm the boundaries. 
Mr. Crafton made the motion to reconsider the original vote made on September 8, 2010 regarding the extension of the Order of Conditions for Unique Homes/Saddle Ridge Estates subject to review and a site inspection of wetland resources by the agent and Joyce Hastings of GLM Engineering.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.   
8:55 p.m. Business meeting:
Minutes:
Mr. Crafton made the motion to approve the August 25th minutes as amended.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. Mr. Crafton Made the motion to approve the September 8, 2010 minutes as amended.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.
Vouchers:
A voucher was signed for expenses related to the Kunde Park.
Kunde Park Update:
The playground at the Freeman Centennial School will be dismantled, removed, and set up at the Kunde Park within a month or two.  The ribbon cutting ceremony will be held off until after the equipment has been moved. 
Harrington Memorial:
Mr. Weddleton has donated a large rock on his property to be removed to the Kunde Park site by the DPW.  The Administrative Assistant will obtain a price quote for a bronze plaque for the stone. 

Bylaw Revision:
The revisions to the Wetlands Protection Bylaw was submitted to the Board of Selectmen.  Town counsel, Joyce Frank, is reviewing the draft revision. This item will remain on the agenda. 
New Business:

Mrs. Terrio will contact Will Chadwick regarding approval of his project to widen the trail on the Kunde Conservation land and the entrance on Tucker Road.    The project would not be commenced until the spring of 2011. 
Clean up /Management of Ponds
No discussion
Wetland Violation/Enforcement Action

The Commission discussed the large manure storage area on the Toils End Farm as there had been a complaint issued of its size and location.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the horse business needs to obtain a site plan approval for its business and they would have to provide a manure storage plan.   
Hours for Agent

Mrs. Terrio sent an e-mail message to James Lehan, Board of Selectmen member, notifying him that the subcommittee is ready to discuss additional hours for the Agent. 

Project Updates:
None
Revision to Planning Board’s Stormwater Regulations:
Mr. Weddleton stated that he spoke with Tom Houston, the Planning Board consultant, about the revisions to the Town’s Stormwater Regulations.  The revised regulations will be compatible with the MassDEP stormwater regulations.  The Board of Health and the Planning Board will use TP40 in reviewing stormwater projects. Mr. Weddleton will follow up on this matter and report back to the Commission.  The Commission currently uses the Cornell Curve method.  The use of TP40 may result in a smaller footprint for stormwater basins resulting in less land disturbance.  
Reorganization:
Mr. Wayne nominated Joyce Terrio as chairman.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote was 5-0 with Mrs. Terrio abstaining. Mr. Weddleton nominated Ellen Friedman as clerk.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. Mr. Wayne nominated John Weddleton as vice chairman.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) still needs a liaison member from the conservation commission.  The CPC usually meets once per month on a Wednesday.  
The members reviewed a recent copy of the Agent’s twice per month update. 

Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
The next meeting will be October 13, 2010.
___________________________,
Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
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