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Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Meeting of December 14, 2011

	Commission Members


	Others

	John Weddleton--Chairman ---present
	Janet Delonga –Agent ----------present

	John Wayne –vice-chair ----  absent
	Marie Simpson – Admin. Asst. -present



	Joyce Terrio  –clerk ---------  present

	

	Daniel Crafton –Member –----present
	

	Ellen Friedman –Member----- present


	

	Patrick Touhey – Member - ---present
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.

Mr. Weddleton announced that per the requirements of the revised Open Meeting Law he is informing all in attendance that this meeting is being audiotaped. 
ACTION ITEMS:

Norfolk Landing Open Space Preservation Subdivision
7:30 p.m.  Ron Nations was present.  The owner of the subdivision, Mr. Ron Nations, inquired about gifting the open space land within the subdivision to the Conservation Commission.  The investigative work at the vernal pool had been completed by his engineer several years ago.  Mr. Nations is planning to start construction on his subdivision in the spring of 2012.  The ORAD stipulated that the vernal pool be certified prior to work commencing on the site and any debris in and around the pool be removed by hand and disposed of in a proper manner.  Mr. Nations will make arrangements with the Agent to attend an inspection to see what has to be cleaned within the vernal pool.  The Commission has received verification of a 21E inspection and current paid taxes.

Ms. DeLonga gave Mr. Nations a revised copy of the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) vernal pool certification requirements. 

PUBLIC HEARING:
 7:40 p.m.  106 Main Street (DEP & NCC File No: 240-XX
Present: Evan Wilmarth from Dover Land Surveying, Peter Chipman

A copy of the Oxbow Associates estimate was sent to Peter Chipman.  The Agent will conduct a site inspection of the pond to see if there are any egg masses in April.  This will save the Applicant $1600 on the estimate. The Applicant will submit a check for $900 to start the review process. In the meantime the public hearing will remain open.  Mr. Chipman stated that once the Commission is comfortable with the plan he will file with the Planning Board.  No information was presented this evening as Mr. Chipman wanted to dove-tail a meeting with the Consultant’s findings. Ms. DeLonga’s review comments will be sent to the Applicant and to Evan Wilmarth tomorrow. 
Mrs. Friedman made the motion to continue the public hearing for 106 Main Street to January 11, 2012 at 8:30 p.m. Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  
VOUCHERS
The members signed a voucher for the Agent’s payroll.
MINUTES:
The minutes of November 9, 2011 were reviewed.  Mrs. Friedman made the motion to accept the revised minutes of November 9, 2011.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
ACTION ITEMS:
Kunde Conservation Park Update ---- Mr. Weddleton reported that he spoke to the chairman of the School Committee, Shawn Dooley, who suggested that Mr. Weddleton prepare a schedule and cost estimate of what maintenance has to be done at the Kunde Conservation Park.  Mr. Dooley will present that schedule to the School Committee for approval. Mr. Weddleton had prepared a schedule previously but will prepare another schedule with the proviso that he personally will coordinate the scheduling of the maintenance at the Park while the School Department would pay for the maintenance.  The School Department could choose another company for any of the maintenance items with the proviso that the same level of service is provided.  The School Committee voted to approve the maintenance budget of $1700 per year for the park. The School Department will also reimburse the Commission the cost of the closing of the irrigation system ($80.00). 
Bentley Pond and Norfolk Trout Club – Lycott Environmental sent correspondence requesting confirmation that the Orders of Conditions issued for the vegetation management of these two ponds were extended automatically under the Permit Extension Act.
8 Lakeshore Drive – Buffer Zone Restoration – The restoration of the buffer zone is still outstanding.  There has been no response to the Commission’s letter.  The Agent will send another letter to Earl Sholley, the tenant at 8 Lakeshore Drive, and a copy to Mrs. Ruth Johnson, the property owner. 
Pond and Lake Restoration Projects
Aquatic Control Technologies (ACT) will attend the January 11, 2012 meeting at 8:00 p.m. and present recommendations for the management of Bush Pond, Town Pond and Highland Lake.  An article to perform work on these resources may be placed on the spring 2012 town meeting warrant.   A letter will be sent to the residents of Highland Lake and Bush Pond by the Commission informing them of the meeting.    

Lions Club Cleanup of Campbell Forest

Mrs. Terrio will draft a letter of thanks to the Norfolk Lions Club for cleaning up the Harold Campbell Forest this past November. 
Solar Panel Project on Norfolk Landfill

A packet of information regarding the solar panel array project proposed at the Norfolk Landfill was forwarded to the Commission about the project.  A portion of the land will be designated protected as required by NHESP and placed under the control of the Commission as per the agreement with the Town and Natural Heritage.  The protected land will be a combination of wetlands and upland.
NEW BUSINESS

Possible Revisions to the Wetlands Regulations 
Mr. Weddleton noted that there may be some projects coming forward regarding the paving of driveways that traverse a wetland resource or buffer zone.  He noted that compacted gravel is a good base but does not hold up with snow plowing.  He raised the question if paving of a driveway should be allowed and a method developed to direct the runoff away from the wetland areas.  Berms could be installed to contain and redirect the runoff to overland areas before reaching the wetlands.  He noted that it would be up to the Applicant to show the Commission how they plan to prevent direct runoff from the asphalt into the wetlands and to infiltrate runoff as much as possible. 

The Agent was instructed to research some language to address this issue and to perhaps provide mitigation for a paved driveway. This matter will be discussed again at the next meeting.
Hunting Bylaw

Mrs. Tara Werlich, a resident of Lake Street, had drafted a letter to the Commission with concerns of hunters trespassing on her property.  Mr. Weddleton noted that he has run into hunters in his own subdivision, Preserve at Keeney Pond.  There are no bylaws that regulate hunting on private property.

Mr. Touhey stated that he favored having some restrictions placed on hunting within the Town.  It was noted that the Town of Walpole does not allow hunting on Town owned land and hunting is only allowed with the written permission of the land owners.  The Commission would endorse a bylaw restricting hunting similar to the laws in Walpole.
84 Cleveland Street Pig Farm
Mr. Crafton recused himself as Mr. Williams, the neighbor to the pig farm, had contacted him in his official capacity working for the  Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Mr. Weddleton noted that the pig farmer had been a commercial pig farmer in Ireland. The laws relating to farms were recently revised to require 2 acres of land instead of 5 acres.  There is no limit on the number of animals on a working farm. 

The pig farm at 84 Cleveland Street consists of 10 acres but it is located within an estimated habitat area of rare or endangered state listed species according to the NHESP maps.  The Google maps show that the land had been heavily wooded but was recently clear cut.   There is a question also if the farm animals are being kept within a wetland resource area.
Mr. Crafton noted that DEP would need permission from the land owner to access the property but they can obtain a court order to access the land.  The Commission will contact the Building Inspector informing him that he should contact DEP. Mr. Crafton noted that there are also state regulations governing the keeping of livestock. 
Planning Board Review
The Commission reviewed a site plan forwarded by the Planning Board showing a proposed housing development (Hickory Bend) adjacent to River’s Edge on Holbrook Street.  It appears that no work will be performed in the 100 foot buffer resource of the bordering vegetated wetland on the property. 
Contract signed
Mr. Weddleton signed the contract between Aquatic Control Technologies and the Commission to perform an environmental assessment at Bush Pond, Town Pond and Highland Lake. 
Mrs. Friedman made the motion to close the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
____________________________________,
Joyce Terrio, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
