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Town of Norfolk
Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of February 9, 2011

	Name
	Position
	Present /absent

	Joyce Terrio
	Chairman
	Present

	John Weddleton
	Vice –chairman
	Present

	Ellen Friedman
	Clerk
	Present

	Daniel Crafton
	Member/CPC liaison
	Present

	John Wayne
	Member
	Present

	Kevin O’Loughlin
	Member
	Present

	Janet DeLonga
	Agent
	Present

	Marie Simpson
	Administrative Assistant
	Present


The duly posted meeting of the Conservation Commission convened at 7:35 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Municipal Building.

Mrs. Terrio made the announcement that per the Open Meeting Law she is required to inform attendees that this meeting is being audio recorded.

APPOINTMENTS – PUBLIC HEARINGS

7:30 p.m.  Norfolk Landing Public Hearing – DEP/NCC #240-522
Present:   George Connors, P.E. (Connorstone Engineering)


    Ron Nations – Applicant

Mr. Connors presented two copies of the final plan.  The review process has been completed with the Planning Board with some minor technical revisions.  No changes were made to the infrastructure.  The issues brought up by the Conservation Commission at the public hearing of 12/8/10 have been addressed.

There is approximately 1 acre of disturbance within the 0-50 foot buffer and 50-100 foot buffer of the 100 year flood plain. The flood zone is 140 feet under the Town of Norfolk and the buffer resources were calculated from that demarcation. The FEMA flood elevation is 137 feet. Mr. Connors stated that 95% of the disturbance is existing pavement that will be removed. The existing impervious surface consists of 5.3 acres.  The proposed impervious surface will be 1.2 acres or a reduction of 77% of impervious surface. The area will be returned to open space.  The Operations and Maintenance Plan (“O & M plan) was revised as well.  Ms. DeLonga noted that she just received this information this evening and has not reviewed the material. 
The locations of house Lot #4 and #5 were questioned.  A corner of Lot#5 is within the flood zone but no disturbance is proposed in that area. The Stormwater Operation Management Plan was reviewed by the Planning Board.  That hearing was closed and the decision is being drafted.

The responsible party for the maintenance of the rain garden, plantings, etc. is the homeowner’s association. 
Mr. Connors stated that they plan to certify the vernal pool after construction is completed.

Mr.Weddleton made the motion to close the public hearing at 7:50 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

APPOINTMENT

7:50 p.m.  – Walter Mahla and Howard Bailey (Paddocks and Corrals)

Mrs. Friedman recused herself and left the table for this discussion due to a conflict. 

Mrs. Terrio noted that the majority of the Commission attended the most recent Board of Selectmen’s meeting regarding Paddocks and Corrals proposal to gift the open space to the Town and the Conservation Restriction (CR) on lot 72.  The open space will not be encumbered with a CR.  Mr. Mahla noted that the open space has a declaration of restriction on the open space as long as the town is the owner of the open space according to Natural Heritage. 
Mr. Mahla stated that he established a bond account with the Planning Board in the amount of $10,000.00 to maintain the trails.  

One of the concerns at the Board of Selectmen meeting was horse trails on the open space parcel that would be of benefit to the equine enterprise.  Mr. Mahla stated that the Wrentham open space areas would allow horse trails.  There are 39 acres of open space in Norfolk.  There are approximately 70 acres of open space in Wrentham.  The equestrian facility is located on its own lot (lot 72).  There is a finger of access from the equestrian facility on lot 72 to the Wrentham town line.  Mr. Bailey stated that they are only re-establishing the walking trails in Norfolk. Mr. Bailey presented a plan of all the trails in Norfolk.  Mr. Bailey noted that they also provided an access to the conservation land from Warren Ave. off Maple Street, which will be deeded to the town and in return they would request that they be given permission to make improvements to the existing walking trails on the conservation land. 
Once town counsel approves the wording of the deed the Commission will sign the deed.  Mr. Mahla will also send the name of his counsel so that the town counsel and his attorney can communicate.

Mr. Weddleton made the motion to accept the open space parcels contingent upon town counsel review. Once town counsel approves the plan the Commission will sign the acceptance documents.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Upon questioning from Mrs. Terrio, Mr. Bailey noted that there is no grazing of horses on the conservation land.  He noted that there was a 2 ½ acre section of conservation land that had been mowed and maintained but lot 72 will be completely fenced and the conservation land will not be included.  He stated that he would like to still mow the parcel however along with maintaining the trails.  They have removed any parking spaces on conservation land that was once shown on plans.  

Paddocks and Corrals would like to have the Conservation Commission hold the CR on lot 72. The Conservation Commission, the Board of Selectmen and Natural Heritage have to approve and sign the CR. The documents are then sent to EOEEA for their sign off.  Mr. Crafton noted that it would be in the town’s best interest to hold the CR.  Mr. Mahla has a copy of the CR which was approved by Natural Heritage. The CR would give the Conservation Commission the legal right to enter the property without notice to inspect and to enforce the conditions of the CR.  Mr. Mahla stated that as the holder of the CR the town is not exposed to any liability.  Stony Brook would consider holding the CR as their property abuts this land.  The Town of Wrentham would also agree to be the holder of the CR.  
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to inform the Board of Selectmen that the Commission recommends that a CR be placed on Lot 72 and that the Conservation Commission hold that CR pending town counsel approval of the CR document.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

Mrs. Terrio noted that any new construction of trails is put on hold until the spring at which time a site inspection will be conducted. Mr. Mahla stated that he would be able to forward a copy of a letter, dated in August 3, 2010 sent to the Board of Selectmen as per condition #14 of the Planning Board decision.  Mrs. Terrio requested a copy of that letter along with the copy of the $10,000.00 bond.  
Mr. Weddleton noted that equine facility would have to go through site plan approval and issues of horse manure storage would be addressed. The issue of the inadequate wetland replication was not addressed. 
The discussion concluded at 8:26 p.m. and Mrs. Friedman returned to the table. 

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Review Minutes – The members reviewed the minutes of January 27, 2011.   Mr. Weddleton made the motion to approve the minutes as revised.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

Gump’s Farm Discussion -  The commission briefly discussed when the real estate closing on the property was to occur.

Site Plan Modification – 9 (Lot 42) Keeney Pond Road. – Mr. Weddleton recused himself and left the table as he was the applicant for this request. The Applicant requested that the site plan for this project be revised to reflect an increase of the rear yard by 1500 square feet.  Mr. Weddleton noted that there is 55,000 square feet of upland set aside as mitigation for this development.  A balance of 52,000 square feet will remain.  The boulder wall would also be relocated.  The applicant also submitted a written request, dated 2/8/11.  Mr. Crafton made the motion to allow the modification as requested and shown on the attached plan to the correspondence dated 2/8/11.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.

Expanded hours for the Agent - Mrs. Friedman has drafted the advertisement for the agent and sent it to members via e-mail.  The Board of Selectmen has agreed to increase the hours for the agent from 10 hours to 20 hours per week at a rate of $23.00 per hour.   The commission would continue to fund an additional 10 hours per week.  Mr. Crafton will finalize the advertisement. The Agent’s hours would be 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.
Review Agent hours – The members reviewed the work hours for the Agent to date.

Paddocks and Corrals – The copies of the CR and open space deed will be sent to the Board of Selectmen along with correspondence regarding the votes of the Commission. 
Norfolk Landing – Mrs. Terrio will compose an e-mail to the Planning Board regarding the Operations and Management Plan for Norfolk Landing.  The e-mail will state that the Commission understands that the Planning Board has approved the management plan and should be included in their written decision, which ultimately gets recorded at the Registry of Deeds. Correspondence will also be forwarded to Connorstone Engineering requesting that they amend their plan to reference a “homeowner’s association” rather than a “condominium association” in that document.

Next Scheduled Meeting – It was determined that there will not be a quorum of members for the meeting scheduled on February 23rd.  This meeting will be canceled.
Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.

__________________________________,
Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
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