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Conservation Commission Minutes of January 27, 2011

Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of January 27, 2011
	Commission Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio ---chairman --------   present
	Janet Delonga –agent---present

	John Weddleton –vice chair------- present
	Marie Simpson – Ad. Asst. present

	Ellen Friedman ----clerk -----------present
	

	Daniel Crafton ----member --------present
	

	John Wayne ------ member-------- present
	

	Kevin O’Loughlin –member ------present from 7:45p.m. – 8:10 p.m.
	

	
	


The duly posted meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 

Appointments:
7:30 p.m. Mr. Andrew Bakinowski was present on behalf of Boy Scout Troop 80 to notify the Commission that seven Eagle Scout candidates would be looking for community projects in February.  He asked if the Commission could contact him if they had any ideas for projects. At present there are seven scouts coming up in February who will be looking for projects and then six more scouts later. The Commission will be in touch with Mr. Bakinowski through the office.  Mr. Bakinowski noted that fund raising on the part of the Eagle Scout is part of any project. 
Chris O’Mara was present this evening to discuss his Eagle Scout project at the town pond area.  He proposes to construct a picnic area within a pine grove area.  There would be no tree clearing. Some underbrush would be removed.  The tables would be constructed of TREX and would be secured into the ground.  The mulch for the area would be provided by the DPW.  Chris presented a sketch of the area. The Commission stated that they would be fine with the project.

Public Hearing:
7:45 p.m.  Request for Determination of Applicability filed by the Community Preservation Committee seeking a determination if proposed perk testing along a frontage lot on Medway Branch Road is within a wetland resource.  Cynthia Andrade, chairman of the Committee, was present.  

Mrs. Terrio and Mr. Wayne recused themselves as they are abutters to the project.  Mr. Weddleton announced that he has filed a disclosure statement with the Board of Selectmen stating that he is a member of the Affordable Housing Committee.  That committee would be taking jurisdiction over some of the lots on the Gump’s Farm for the construction of affordable housing.  Mr. Weddleton chaired this public hearing.
Mrs. Andrade noted that the town is going through the steps to purchase Gump’s Farm. The Town has had hired an appraiser to determine the price of the property based upon a 10 buildable lot concept plan.  The wetlands on the property were flagged by Russell Waldron of AES.  Land Planning, Inc, had drafted the concept plan, dated January 25, 2011, depicting the location of the flagged wetlands and buffer zones.  This plan was received this evening and becomes the plan of record for this case. 
The site of the Request for Determination is shown as lot 1 Medway Branch.  This lot is not one that the Affordable Housing Committee would be interested in developing due to the potential for a long driveway to access the upland portion of the lot. Mrs. Andrade noted that access to the upland could be gained by entering the site from Rockwood Road thus not impacting the buffer resources.  The CPC needs to ascertain if lot 1 is buildable through a perk test.  The perk testing to determine if lots were buildable would affect the final purchase price of the property. The perk testing on this lot would involve excavation for one perk hole. 
The floodplain is being surveyed and will be transferred to the plan as soon as possible.  The closing date is February 15. 

Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the public hearing.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.   

Mr. Crafton made the motion to issue a Negative Determination and check box #3 on the form.  A condition will be added to stipulate that any equipment not go through the buffer zone in order to do the perk test. Mr. O’Loughlin seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous

The hearing closed at 8:10 p.m. and Mrs. Terrio and Mr. Wayne returned to the table.  Mr. O’Loughlin recused himself and left the meeting due to illness.
Appointment:
8:15 p.m.  Mr. Walter Mahla from Paddocks and Corrals was present as was his attorney, Anthony Vignone.  Also present was Mark Commeau from Pulte Homes and Patricia St Aubin, an abutter.  Mrs. Friedman recused herself and left the table for this discussion. 

Mr. Mahla presented a copy of the recorded plan for the open space parcels. He noted that other information on the Open Space parcels are on the subdivision plan.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission requires a plan showing all of the area that the town would be taking possession.  He also questioned the location of the trails, both existing and proposed. Upon questioning from Mr. Weddleton, Mr. Mahla noted that he was not sure if the Planning Board wanted a plan depicting the location of the trails.  He stated that the Planning Board did not stipulate that the trails have to be constructed before the town accepts the land. 
Mr. Mahla requested that the Conservation Commission sign the deed for Open Space Parcels “A” and “C” and then the Board of Selectmen would sign it.  Mr. Weddleton noted that one of the Board of Selectmen forwarded an e-mail to him, dated January 27, 2011, stating that the Board of Selectmen would not be inclined to approve equestrian trails on open space.   Mr. Weddleton read the e-mail into the record.  The e-mail was entered into the Paddocks and Corrals file.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission would not sign the acceptance of the open space deed until Mr. Mahla works out this issue with the Board of Selectmen.  The public hearing for the trails has not been scheduled as yet.
Mrs. Terrio noted that she would like to see the plan that accompanies the deed that clearly shows that there would not be a parking area on the adjacent conservation land. Mr. Weddleton stated that he would talk to the Board of Selectmen to schedule Mr. Mahla on their agenda.

Mr. Mahla noted that MA Endangered Species Program requires that he obtain a conservation restriction (CR) on the lot encompassing the equestrian facility (lot 72).  They require someone to be the holder of the CR.  This land would not be conveyed to the town.  There is a declaration of restriction on the land but EOEEA would have to sign off on the land to make the restriction in perpetuity.   Only one house would be allowed to be constructed on lot 72 and that house would have to be associated with the equestrian business.  NHESP would also have a say in the location of the house.  The meeting with Mr. Mahla closed at 8:50 p.m.
Minutes:
The Commission reviewed the Minutes of December 8, 2010.  Mr. Weddleton made the motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. It was noted that no meeting was held on January 12 due to a snowstorm and that the January 26th meeting was rescheduled to January 27th again due to a snowstorm.
Vouchers:
Vouchers were signed for the Sun Chronicle and for the Agent’s payroll. 
Orders of Conditions:
The Commission reviewed the draft Orders of Conditions for the Maple Street sidewalk project.  Mr. Weddleton made the motion to accept the Orders as drafted. Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous

Correspondence:

The Commission reviewed and approved three letter drafted by the office.  The letters will be sent to Ryan Bakinowski, the DPW Superintendent, and Professional Developers, Inc. 
The Commission reviewed the draft Conservation Commission Annual 
Town Report.  Mr. Crafton made the motion to accept the report as drafted.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.
The request for a final inspection and Certificate of Compliance from Mark DiFillippo of 180 Union Street was deferred until the spring of 2011 to determine the viability of the mitigation plantings.
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the public hearing at 9:20 p.m.,   Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.
______________________________,

Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of  the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions. Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or a transcript should be consulted, if available.

