Conservation Commission Minutes of July 13, 2011


Town of Norfolk

Conservation commission

One Liberty Lane

Meeting of July 13, 2011

	Commission Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio ------   Chairman --------- present
	Janet DeLonga -----  Agent ------ present

	John Weddleton--    Vice chair -------- present
	Marie Simpson ----- Ad. Asst.--- present

	Ellen Friedman ----  Clerk  ------------- present
	

	Daniel Crafton ------ Member----------  present
	

	John Wayne --------- Member ---------  absent
	

	
	


The duly posted meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.

Mrs. Terrio announced that this meeting is being audiotaped, notice of which is required by the revised Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. c.30A, §§18-25.
Conservation Commission candidate, Earl Sholley, was also present this evening. 

OLD BUSINESS
Buckley and Mann Demolition project – DEP & NCC 240-525.  Mrs. Terrio noted that the conditions to be placed on the Orders were discussed at the last meeting.  The Commission will contact Mr. Wayne, who already signed the Orders and will teleconference the conditions with him.  The public hearing was closed contingent upon the review of the conditions in writing.  
At the conclusion of the conference call, Mr. Weddleton made the motion to accept the Orders as drafted.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 3-0-1.  Mr. Crafton abstained. 

APPOINTMENTS
7:45 p.m. Eagle Scout candidate, Sean Lavin, was present as was his father, John Lavin.  Sean’s Eagle Scout project is to construct 2 bat houses and install them at the old Town Pond.  The Commission had contacted Ann Proto, the Recreation Director, as she is overseeing a restoration project at Town Pond. She did not object to the bat houses.   Ms. DeLonga mentioned a website featuring bat houses.  Sean had researched bats and bat houses on the web and found plans to construct bat houses. 
Ms. DeLonga noted that another potential Eagle Scout project that would involve locating and installing turtle crossing signs.  The DPW will install the signs but there would be fundraising involved to purchase the signs. 

The 3 foot by 3 foot bat houses will be constructed of natural wood and will be mounted on 2-10 foot poles.  The bat houses will be constructed off site.  The project would be commenced prior to the 2011 school year.  The Commission wants Sean to come back and give them an update of the project status.  Mr. Crafton will be the Commission’s sponsor/contact person for this project. 
(7:55 p.m.) Wetland Violation at 118 Main Street.   Robert Vey from BIG Excavation, Evan Wilmarth from Dover Land Surveying, Inc., and Mr. and Mrs. Cecca, the owners of the property, were present.  Mr. Vey stated that they conducted perk testing on the lot based upon a report from their botanist, Walter Hewitson, Ph.D, who reported that there were no wetlands in the area of the proposed septic system leaching field. (Wetland Report  from Walter Hewitson, Ph.D, dated February 19, 2011 filed in case file on this matter).  Based upon that report, a tree company was called in and removed vegetation and trees in the area of the proposed septic system.  Mr. Alan Quagliari contacted Commission member, John Weddleton, when he realized that the area being cut was indeed a wetland. 
The original wetland flagging was performed on February 18th when there was deep snow cover.  Mr. Weddleton informed Mr. Vey that the Norfolk Wetland Bylaw Regulations stipulate that no wetland flagging be done during the winter months for obvious reasons.  The Hewitson report also stated that the isolated wetland offsite does not qualify as an ILSF as to size under the DEP Regulations, however the Norfolk Regulations are much stricter. 
Dr. Hewitson performed a second wetland review on May 18, 2011 after the clearing of wetland vegetation.  Another wetland delineation report based upon soils and vegetation was generated, dated May 19, 2011. (letter report filed in case file).  In the meantime, Mr. Weddleton had requested that a row of haybales be installed along the existing lawn and wetland and a second line at the 50 foot no disturb line and informed Mr. Quagliari to come to a Commission meeting. Mr. Weddleton noted that he was later informed that 8 high bush blueberry bushes had been planted along the wetland edge as mitigation for the disturbed vegetation.  The planting was done independent of any input from the Commission. Mr. Weddleton stated that the disturbed area needs to be calculated and a plan generated to replicate the destroyed wetland plants and trees. He noted that the 0-50 foot buffer was also disturbed.  Mr. Wilmarth stated that the 0-50 foot buffer was disturbed by the backhoe. 
Mr. Weddleton noted that work on the new location of the septic system should not commence until the size of the potential ILSF is determined.  He noted also that the Applicant will be filing an Abbreviated Notice of Intent to construct two decks, one of which would be located in the 0-50 foot buffer zone.  He recommended that a wetland consultant review the disturbed area and design a vegetation plan. Mr. Weddleton recommended that the engineer shoot some grades to determine if the ILSF is 1/16 of an acre in size. The wetland plan can be prepared by Dr. Hewitson but it will be checked.  If they are uncomfortable with Dr. Hewitson they could hire someone else.  The project proponents will come back to the Commission on the 27th. 
Gold Street Development -  Diane Burlingame from Guierre and Halnon was present as was Bruce Stivaletta, the owner of the property. Ms. Burlingame noted that Mr. Stivaletta is proposing to make Gold Street a 22 foot wide roadway.  Gold Street is currently a 16 foot wide gravel way. Berms along the road would be installed to control runoff.  Bio- retention cells would be installed on both sides of the street.  The Applicant proposed to develop 4 residential residences on Gold Street.  A public water line would be extended up the street.  Runoff would be controlled with riprap dams and bioretention cells.  
Ms. DeLonga noted that she previously discussed this plan with Butch Vito, the former DPW Superintendent.  The proposed project had been reviewed by Natural Heritage and the current plan was based upon their recommendations.  Iron rods would be used to demark the disturbance lines.  The retention cells are within the 100 foot buffer zone.  No drain manholes are proposed in the street.  All stormwater will be directed to the bioretention areas. When the roadway is widened it will not interfere with the wetlands on either side of the street.  The Commission will anticipate a Notice of Intent filing. 
PUBLIC HEARING
(8:35 p.m.) Bylaw Regulations.  Ms. DeLonga had reviewed the Regulations and made several “housekeeping” and format changes.  The Commission will postpone taking final action on this matter until July 27th, at which time, Mr. Wayne will have returned from vacation.     Mr. Crafton made the motion to postpone the public hearing on the proposed revised Regulations to July 27th at 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Vouchers 
The Commission signed a voucher for the June 2011 monthly payroll for the agent and a voucher for a Sun Chronicle legal advertising.
MINUTES
Mrs. Friedman made the motion to accept the minutes of June 22, 2011 as revised.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was 3-0-1.  Mr. Crafton abstained. 

Planning Board Review – Gumps Farm Affordable Houses
Mrs. Terrio, a direct abutter, recused herself and left the table.  Mr. Weddleton chaired the meeting in her absence.  Bonnie Manley, an abutter at 41 Tucker Road, was present.

Mr. Weddleton, a member of the Afforadable Housing Trust Committee, stated that he does not know where the 4 affordable houses will be placed on the lots.   The Henderson house at the corner of Rockwood and Boardman Street will be torn down and replaced with an affordable house and is one of the four houses proposed.  Tentatively, three of the four houses will be located on Boardman Street. One house will be located on Medway Branch.

Mrs. Manley expressed her concern with locating a house at the corner of Tucker Road and Medway Branch due to flooding concerns. She noted that all of the houses on the pond side of the street have water problems. One of the proposed house lots on Medway Branch did not pass the perk tests.  The Town will re-perk the site in August.   

Mrs. Terrio, an abutter, questioned if a filing with the Conservation Commission is necessary for at least one of the lots.  Mrs. Manley requested that the Commission make the recommendation that the two proposed house lots on Medway Branch near Tucker Road not be developed due to flooding concerns. She also stated her concern that the Town was going to build four houses on what was supposed to be open space.  She noted that this particular neighborhood is being hit hard with the development of affordable houses. Mrs. Manley was informed that the Affordable Housing Trust is purchasing the lots from the Town and the Board of Selectmen controls the land. She was also advised to contact Scott Dittrich, the chairman of the Trust and ask to speak to the committee. She also stated that it was her recollection that the Town Meeting approved the purchase as only two or three houses were going to be built on the land. 
Ms. DeLonga noted that the Tucker Road pond will soon be certified as a vernal pool.
The affordable homes will be constructed by Walter Mahler and Howard Bailey as the buyer for their open space development did not want any affordable houses in the subdivision.  
Upon the suggestion of Mr. Crafton, the Conservation Commission will send a memo to the Planning Board with their recommendation that Lots 10 and 11 at the corner of Tucker Road and Medway Branch not be disturbed due to concerns with extensive filling in of floodplain areas and with mitigation.  There may also be interference with groundwater.  Ms. DeLonga will draft the letter and forward it to Mr. Crafton prior to sending it to the Planning Board. 
Public Hearing
Holbrook street culvert repair (DEP & NCC # 240-524)  Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the public hearing for the Holbrook Street culvert repair at 9:35 p.m.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.   Mr. Weddleton made the motion to approve the Orders of Conditions as drafted.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. The Commission signed the Orders of Conditions. 
Correspondence
The Commission was informed that the owner of the Warelands, Ed Musto, sent an e-mail letter to the Commission requesting to move certain buildings on the property and renovate the buildings into single family homes.  This item will be put on the July 27th agenda for discussion. 
Lycott Environmental sent letters regarding treatment of the Norfolk Trout Club ponds. (Letters filed in Norfolk Trout Club file). Ms. DeLonga contacted Lycott and noted that they would come to Norfolk to check out Bush Pond and make a recommendation on its treatment at no cost.  Mrs. Friedman will draft an e-mail to the Board of Selectmen about possible treatment of extensive vegetation within the pond.

The Commission received hard copies of all conservation agent resumes to date.  The Administrative Assistant noted that several candidates assumed that the position was full time with benefits.  The position is contractural.  Mrs. Terrio noted that the position was offered 10 more hours by the Board of Selectmen and based upon that offer, a sub-committee was formed to look at the job description for the agent.  An ad was placed in the MACC newsletter because of the change in the hours.  She noted that this was not an attempt to replace our current agent.  She noted that the Commission has not decided what to do with the resumes. 
Mrs. Terrio recommended that some of the people who applied should be contacted and informed that this is not a town employee position.  Mr. Weddleton recommended that the sub-committee choose a few potential candidates and inform those candidates what the job entails. The final candidates will be interviewed at a regular meeting.  Mrs. Terrio suggested that all of the members chose 2 or 3 resumes and bring their choices to the meeting of the 27th.  She recommended that this meeting start 45 meetings earlier than usual. 

Mrs. Friedman made the motion to close the meeting at 10:10 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
_____________________________________,
Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
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