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Conservation Commission – Minutes of June 22, 2011

Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Meeting of June 22, 2011

	Commission Members
	Others

	Joyce Terrio ---chairman—present


	Janet DeLonga ---Agent-----   present



	John Weddleton –Vice chair--present


	Marie Simpson – Ad. Asst.--  present

	Ellen Friedman—Clerk---   present


	

	Dan Crafton -----  Member –absent


	

	John Wayne ------ Member -present


	


The duly posted Conservation Commission meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.  Mrs. Terrio announced that this meeting was being audiotaped, notice of which is required per the revised Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. c.30A, §§ 18-25.

Mr. Patrick Touhey of 12 Applewood Road and Mrs. Anne Marie Battistone of 59 Seekonk Street, were also present.  Ms. Battistone and Mr. Touhey are Conservation Commission candidates.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
7:30 p.m.  Holbrook Street Culvert Repair – DEP & NCC #240-524. Mr. Truax had notified the Commission via a phone message to the office earlier in the day that he would be late for the meeting.  Mr. Weddleton made the motion to continue the public hearing to 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. No abutters to the project were in attendance. 
7:30 p.m. Buckley Mann – Building Demolition, Phase 1 – DEP & NCC #240-525.  Present were Scott Morrison from EcoTec, Steven Kurz from Kurz Environmental, Jack Tweed, the representative of the Mann family and Jeffrey Schofield of Removal Specialists. The abutters signed an attendance sheet, which was entered into the public record for this matter. 

Mr. Morrison presented the site plan for this project, which indicated the buildings to be razed.  The nearest building is 300-400 feet from the Mill River. The proposal is to raze the buildings down to the foundations.   Building #8 is located out of the buffer zone. The buildings will be encircled with haybales and silt fence during the demolition process. A detailed removal plan was provided entitled “Demolition Plan, Phase I, June 21, 2011”  A revised site plan was also submitted to depict the current wetland delineation flags and  renumbered the buildings to ensure that everyone involved in the project is using the same numbering system.  The plan is dated June 7, 2011 and was submitted to the Commission on June 16, 2011.  The project proponents hope to start the demolition around July 5th or as soon as they receive the Orders of Conditions.  The next Commission meeting is July 13th and the Orders are expected to be approved and signed at that meeting.(Demolition report/plan filed in Buckley Mann file) 
Mrs. Terrio noted that a written statement, dated June 20, 2011 signed by Richard Mann, President of Buckley and Mann, was submitted to the Commission at this meeting.  The statement authorizes Jack Tweed to make all decisions for the demolition of the buildings.(Letter from Richard Mann filed in Buckley Mann file).  A letter from the Fire Chief, dated June 21, 2011, was also entered into the public record for this matter.(Letter from Fire Chief filed in Buckley Mann file)
Ms. DeLonga met with the Applicant’s representatives this past Monday at the site and presented her concerns. The location of truck refueling and protection of catch basins was addressed.  In 2006, the Commission had concerns with the old transformers.  The transformers are no longer on the site.  There are no drums with fluids on the site.  Empty oil tanks are also on the site.
Some of buildings have foundations and some have concrete slabs.  There are no plans to fence off the entire area. Signage will be posted on all the buildings. 

Mr. Tweed stated that the removal of the foundation walls and slabs will be addressed in Phase II of the project.  The Commission members were concerned about the safety of the foundation walls remaining and asked that the walls be knocked over.  Mr. Tweed stated that he will look at this issue when the demolition is completed.  He will do whatever the Building Inspector wants.  
Building #1 has a foundation of historical significance.  Only the top of the stone building is being removed.  The catch basins will be retrofitted with silt sacks.  No debris will be near any of the catch basins. Mr. Weddleton requested metal covers be used over the catch basins in addition to the silt sacks. Truck tires will be washed before leaving the site. 
Demolition specialists will be on site during the demolition process.
A condition will be included to check all erosion controls bi-weekly and after every rain event.  Phase I is expected to last for 1 ½ months. The removal of the foundation walls will also be a condition. Most of the buildings are slab on grade but if any foundation walls remain they will either immediately drop the wall or they will fence the site. The Commission will require that all walls be collapsed unless specifically addressed by the building inspector. 

Abutter, Michael Matross of 25 Lawrence Street, raised the concern about the truck route.  The truck route has not been determined yet.  The trucks would enter at the existing gate.  The trucks would be covered before leaving the site.  It was questioned whether the project would require a police detail.  The Commission members noted that children fish off of the Lawrence Street bridge all summer. All truck routes will have to be approved by the Police Chief and the DPW.
Mr. Kurz stated that the Police Department has been apprised of the hours and days they will be working.  The loads are underweight as they will contain only roofing materials.
As there were no further questions, Mr. Wayne made the motion to close the hearing at 8:06 p.m.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. The Orders will be issued on July 13th. 
BYLAW REGULATIONS PUBLIC HEARING
The revisions are related to stormwater methodology and changes related to the filing of RFD’s and other clarifications.  The Planning Board’s engineer, Thomas Houston, was asked to review the regulations to have them conform to the Planning Board regulations.  Ms. DeLonga requested that the meeting be continued as she has other changes related to reformatting. 
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to continue the public hearing to July 13, 2011 at 7:45 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The hearing adjourned at 8:21 p.m.
29 Holbrook Street RFD - Robert Ward, the contractor and Stephen Evans, the homeowner were present.  The Applicant is requesting to enlarge an existing wood deck to 18’ by 22 ‘and construct a 10’ by 12’ 3 season porch on top of the deck.  The work will be within the 2nd riparian zone of the Riverfront Area.

There is an existing deed restriction on this property that only allows 7,564 sq. ft. of alteration within the 2nd Riparian Zone.  The area of disturbance was demarcated with concrete bounds as shown on the original plan for the construction of this lot.  The area within the concrete bounds was calculated to be 7,564 sq. ft.  The proposed construction would not increase the area allowed to be disturbed.  The project will entail four new concrete footings in addition to the four existing footings.  The footings will be hand dug and the concrete poured by hand.  Mr. Weddelton stated that due to the grade, only silt fence would be necessary along the rear of the house.  The Commission requested that the Applicant/contractor notify the Commission when they begin the work. 
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the hearing at 8:35 p.m.  and to issue a Negative Determination of Applicability as the project is within an area subject to protection but will not alter that area and said work would not require the filing of a Notice of Intent.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
HOLBROOK STREET CULVERT REPAIR – DEP & NCC # 240-524 – Rob Truax from GM Engineering was present.  No abutters were present. 
Mr. Truax noted that there will be a large section of the existing stream that will not be disturbed. He noted the areas of the stream that would be enhanced. The bank alteration will be less than 50 feet.  The plan provides for an alternative access on the Pondview Estates property if access cannot be gained via private property. The new culvert would be sunk into the stream bed.  The bank would be cut 7 or 8 feet for the culvert. Mr. Truax will bring the revised plan to the Commission’s office tomorrow. 
Mr. Truax stated that they hope to start the project in August.  The culvert under the road, the riprap and the outlet structure are proposed to be completed as one phase.  The guard rails and catch basins would be town funded and may not be completed until much later. 
Mr. Weddleton made the motion to continue the public hearing to July 13, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. for the purpose of accepting the final plan.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Truax does not need to attend the meeting. The Order of Conditions will be ready on July 14th. The hearing adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 
BUSINESS
May 25, 2011 Minutes:

Mr. Wayne made the motion to approve the draft minutes of May 25, 2011.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.

Voucher signed.

A voucher for Wetland Strategies was signed for the wetland replication overview on the Francis Donovan property on Applewood Road.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Resignation
Kevin O’Loughlin has submitted his written resignation from the Commission, dated June 9, 2011 as he is no longer living in Norfolk. The Board of Selectmen will be meeting on July 5, 2011 regarding the two vacant seats on the Commission. There are three candidates interested in the vacant seats. Mr. Crafton and Mrs. Terrio were recently reappointed for an additional three year term. (Kevin O’Loughlin letter filed in “conservation members” file in the conservation office)
Ms. DeLonga prepared and sent a letter on behalf of the Commission to Francis Donovan of Applewood Road regarding his request for the return of bond monies for wetland replication. The bond money will be returned after the completion of the second growing season in the fall. (letter filed in Applewood Road case file)
Warelands
Correspondence was received from Kopelman & Paige regarding the owner’s proposal to bring in materials to create mulch and to sell the mulch to landscapers.  Town Counsel ruled that this was not a permissible activity under the restrictions of the CR on the Warelands property.(letter filed in the “Warelands” file
Kunde Conservation Park
Mr. Weddleton reported that the School Committee has addressed the maintenance of the Kunde Conservation Park. He requested that the most recently approved vouchers be sent to the School for reimbursement to the Kunde Conservation Fund.  The weekly mowing of the grass will be conducted by the school. 
Paddocks and Corrals CR

There has been no word on the final Conservation Restriction proposed for Lot 72.
Declaration of Restriction – Maple Park Estates

Mr. Weddleton made the motion to accept the Declaration of Restriction for Lots 11, 12, 14, 15 and 16 within the Maple Park Estates Subdivision and to approve the certificate of release for these lots.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.

Agent’s hours
The Commission reviewed the Agent’s work sheet to the current date.  
Eagle Scout Project
Eagle Scout candidate, Sean Lavin, had inquired of the Commission via e-mail if the Commission would approve the installation of bat houses at the town pond for an Eagle Scout project.  This item will be discussed at the next meeting.  The Recreation Director, Ann Proto, will be notified of this proposal. 
Project Update
The Commission received a legal opinion from Kopelman & Paige regarding 18 Valentine Drive.  There is no jurisdiction over this project under the Bylaw as the court overruled the Commission’s decision.(letter filed in “18 Valentine Drive” file) 
Lack of Quorum Issue
Mrs. Friedman stated that if the Commission has to cancel a meeting due to a lack of quorum the meeting should be scheduled for the next week rather than waiting for the next scheduled meeting. 
Reorganization will be added to the agenda for next month.  Mr. Wayne will not be in attendance for the July 13th meeting.  He will sign the Orders of Conditions for the Buckley Mann project this evening.  The Commission will contact Mr. Wayne and confirm the conditions that will be placed on the Orders. 

Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:24 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
______________________________,
Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 

6

