Conservation Commission Minutes of May 4, 2011


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission
One Liberty Lane

Meeting of May 4, 2011

	COMMISSION MEMBERS
	OTHERS

	Joyce Terrio – Chairman ----- present
	Janet DeLonga –Agent --- present

	John Weddleton –V. Chairman ---present
	Marie Simpson – Ad. Asst.  --present

	Ellen Friedman – Clerk --  present
	

	John Wayne --- Member -- present
	

	Dan Crafton --- Member – present


	

	Kevin O’Loughlin – Member --- present
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at Norfolk Town Hall.

Mrs. Terrio announced that this meeting is being audiotaped.  Said notification being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§ 18-25, the Open Meeting Law.
APPOINTMENTS:

7:30 p.m. Walter Mahla – CR for Lot 72 - Paddocks and Corrals.  This appointment was canceled.  Town Counsel had recommended that the Department of Conservation Services (DCS)  first review and sign the Conservation Restriction for Lot 72.  This matter will be kept on the agenda. (e-mail from town counsel filed in “Paddocks & Corrals file).
7:35 p.m. Will Chadwick/Eagle Scout Candidate.  Will’s mother was also present.  Will updated the Commission regarding the Kunde Forest trail project.  The trails have been cleared and widened.  He will be working on the Tucker Road entrance in a few weeks.  He presented photographs of the progress.  Mr.Wayne will be meeting with Bob McGhee, the DPW Superintendent to discuss the trail entrances at Tucker Road and at the H. Olive Day School. Will plans to install trail signs at the entrance. The project is expected to be completed by June 5.  (photographic record filed in “Kunde Cons. – Eagle Scout” file)
7:40 p.m. Bruce Johnson - 91 Leland Road.  Also present was James Susi from United Consultants.  The Commission reviewed a revised plan, dated May 3, 2011.  The crushed stone notation was changed on this plan.  Mr. Susi had previously forwarded a packet of information on porous pavement. (plan and packet in 91 Leland Road file).  There would be problems with incorrect installation of the porous pavement. Porous pavement requires very high maintenance by the homeowner.  A special outdoor vacuum cleaner is required for proper maintenance.  MA Highway Department recommends vacuuming the driveway three times per year. Mr. Susi suggested that a trench drain be installed at the end of the driveway adjacent to the house.  He also suggested that a deed restriction be placed on the property for the proper maintenance of the porous pavement.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the grade could be pitched toward the proposed trench. This may work better than porous pavement.
The members discussed if this proposal was a minor change to the plan or a change that would require an amended Order of Conditions. After a brief discussion it was determined that since abutters had serious concerns about drainage runoff and a major feature of the project was the gravel driveway, a public hearing and abutter notification would be required. 

The proposal would include the installation of berms around the driveway to direct stormwater to a trench drain, and the installation of regular bituminous pavement. It was agreed that pervious asphalt will clog up and render infiltration to be nonexistent without proper maintenance. Jim Susi will check with the Board of Health regarding asphalt paving over a portion of the septic system.   The public hearing will be scheduled for May 25, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. provided that abutter notification can be accomplished within 10 business days of the public hearing as mandated by the Norfolk Wetland Regulations.
PUBLIC HEARING:
8:05 p.m.  DPW/Holbrook Street Culvert Repair (DEP #240-524) Present were abutters, David Lutes, Harvey Boulay, Jackie and Kevin Lantagne, Rob Truax from GLM Engineering and Robert McGhee, the interim Highway Superintendent.  Mr. Truax presented a revised set of plans.   Joyce Hastings, Rob Truax from GLM Engineering and Ms. DeLonga conducted a site inspection of the wetland areas downgradient of the culvert. Water was flowing out of Callahan pond at that time.  The next day the area was completely dry.  Some wetland vegetation is evident but not enough to qualify as a wetland area. The area is Land Subject to Flooding, which is a resource area.   The silt in this area was found to be over two feet thick.  The silt was due to the washout from the drainage channel.   
GLM Engineering is proposing to repair the outlet structure to the pond.  The outlet will be concrete with a cover.  Boards will be installed to maintain the height of the pond. This structure will be similar to the structure at Mirror Lake and will be maintained by the DPW.  The elevation of Callahan’s Pond is 176.1 feet.  The top of the dike will be 177.1. The stream channel is comprised of fine silty sand but does not hold together when water runs through it.  Due to the steep drop in elevation of the channel (10 foot drop in elevation within a 90 foot span), Mr.Truax proposes to regrade the side slopes and channel as well as line it with riprap to prevent scouring. Mr. Truax also proposes to take some material out of the ILSF to create more storage capacity.  He also proposes a settling area. The DPW will also repair and regrade about 300 feet of Holbrook Street and install manholes, catch basins and berms.  A shoulder and guard rails will be installed on the Lantagne side of the street.  The 12 inch drainage pipe will be removed and a 24 inch pipe installed. 
The proposal will require that 3 maple trees and other small growth be removed. 
Mr. Truax stated that there would be a one inch increase in the water level of Callahan Pond due to the discharge of groundwater discharge from the Ferne Ridge subdivision. Mssrs. Weddleton and Crafton were in agreement that an outside consultant be hired to review the project. Mr. Weddleton requested an engineer other than PSC review the project. Mr. Truax noted that he is the engineer of record for the Town of Norfolk on this project. An outside consultant will not be required. Mr. Weddleton stated his concern that the Ferne Ridge subdivision has still not been recorded despite work being conducted onsite.  Mr. Truax stated that the Holbrook Street culvert repair is not part of the subdivision project.  There was a negotiation with the developer to pay for 1/3rd of the approximately $150,000 cost. 
Ms. DeLonga stated that even though the project has a DEP number it is still under review by DEP.  

After a brief discussion, Ms. DeLonga and Mr. Weddleton noted, that in their opinion, this channel is a stream. Mr. Truax noted that he can address this project as a stream rather than a drainage channel.  He noted that he could just clean the channel but not conduct any reconstruction. The Riparian zone is approximately 300 feet from Holbrook Street. The Riverfront area is shown on the revised plan. 
Abutters Kevin Lantagne, Jackie Lantagne, David Lutes and Harvey Bouley spoke regarding this project.  The DPW Interim Superintendent, Robert McGhee also spoke to this issue. 
Ms. DeLonga requested a written narrative of the new work.  She noted that this is not an emergency project.  Mr. Truax stated that he has more work to do and will get this information to the Commission next week. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  The hearing was continued to May 25 at 8:30 p.m.
Minutes:
The members reviewed the business minutes of April 13, 2011.  Mr. Wayne made the motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Weddleton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Vouchers:

Vouchers were signed for expenses for the Kunde Conservation Park (Salguero, Evergreen)

NEW BUSINESS:

An e-mail correspondence was received from Kyle Fair, P.E. from TEC Associates on May 2, 2011 regarding clarification on the notification to the three private well abutters to be notified by certified mail of the date of herbicide spraying and the chemicals used.  State Regulations require public notice in a newspaper of general circulation for dates, methods and locations for the Mass Bay Commuter Railroad (MBCR) right of way herbicide application. 
After a brief discussion the Commission determined that the condition requiring individual notification to private well abutters will remain.  Mr. Kyle will be notified of the decision via e-mail. (e-mail filed in “TEC Association, RFD” file) 

Warelands Newspaper Article – Norfolk Boomerang.  The members reviewed the newspaper article, dated April 22, 2011.  Mr. Crafton, the Commission’s liaison to the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) informed the members that the CPC would prefer to see a homeowner occupying the house. The price of the Warelands and its lot is now $700,000. (filed in “Warelands Farm- Boardman St.” file)

Gump’s Farm - A revised concept plan, dated April 27, 2011, was received from Land Planning, Inc.  The new plan shows new lot configurations and the location of perk testing on the lots.  The perk testing will be conducted on May 10th for the two lots at the corner of Medway Branch and Tucker Road. (filed in “Gumps Farm- Medway St.” case folder).
CORRESPONDENCE:

The Building Department issued a cease and desist letter, dated April 27, 2011, to owners of 18 Campbell Street. (filed in “Building Department” Correspondence file)

Lot 189 Applewood Road (DEP #240-438)– Wetland Strategies Spring 2011 Status Report – The report, dated April 21, 2011 and received on April 27, 2011, was prepared by the Commission’s wetland consultant, Lenore White, PWS, stated that the replication area appeared to have been mowed.  Unidentified grasses dominate 80% - 85% of the replication area.  In addition WSI observed that the shrub and ground cover layers of the wooded area east of the driveway had been removed up to the wetland boundary. A paved turnout and parking area was also constructed within the 0-50 foot no disturb buffer (the former temporary stockpile area). This pavement was not permitted under the Order of Conditions. The inspection report was generated as a result of written correspondence from Francis Donovan for the return of the performance bond put in place for a successful wetland replication.  
Ms. DeLonga will forward a letter to Mr. Donovan and list the violations observed during the consultant’s site review. The letter will note that the replication area has been significantly altered/mowed and the paved driveway turnaround within the 50 foot no disturb zone was not shown on the plan.  No further alteration to the replication area is allowed.  It is unclear at this time if 75% of the wetland vegetation is viable and therefore the commission cannot release the bond.  The Commission will wait until the fall of 2011 to conduct another site inspection.  The Commission will give the applicant 14 days to respond to the letter of violation.  Mr. Crafton recommended that the paved turnaround be removed.  

Ms. DeLonga reported observing sedimentation on Massachusetts Avenue within the Christina Estates Subdivision. 
Mrs. Terrio will follow up with Town Counsel regarding the Kunde Forest ownership.  Written permission was received from the Town Administrator to contact Town Counsel.
The Interim Highway Superintendent, Robert McGhee, informed the Commission’s office that he wished to remove trees along the bank of Apsit Cove, a part of Mirror Lake.  The Commission will await photographs from Mr. McGhee.  
Ms. DeLonga will conduct a site inspection of 180 Union Street (DeFillipo) to check the mitigation plantings. 
Ms. DeLonga forwarded photographs of the culvert area behind the old Town Hall.  The DPW had cut vegetation and trees around the culvert area.  The DPW also placed mulch adjacent to the access way to the town pond area.  Ms. DeLonga reported that phragmities are not visible at the town pond area.  She also observed several stakes along the water line. 
Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 10:15 p.m.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
___________________________________,

Ellen Friedman, Clerk
In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 


