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Conservation Commission Minutes of April 25, 2012


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Meeting of April 25, 2012 

	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton  ---Chairman-----present
	Janet DeLonga -----  Agent ----  present

	John Wayne       ----Vice chair –  absent
	Marie Simpson -----Ad. Asst. – present

	Joyce Terrio     ---- Clerk --------  present
	

	Dan Crafton   ------- Member----   present
	

	Ellen Friedman ---- Member ---- present
	

	Patrick Touhey ----- Member ----absent
	

	
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m.
in room 105C in the Norfolk Town Hall.
Mr. Weddleton announced that per the requirements of the revised Open Meeting Law he is informing all in attendance that this meeting is being audiotaped. 
APPOINTMENT:
Appointment with Andy Bakinowski – Mr. Bakinowski, a representative from the Department of Corrections (DOC), was present on an informal basis to apprise the Commission of a pending application to install a satellite well approximately 50 feet away from well #4 on the prison property.  The Commission referred to an aerial photograph of the prison area that was presented by Mr. Bakinowski.  There are pockets of isolated wetlands in the vicinity of the project site.  The second phase of the work will include the expansion of the corrosion control building for the treatment of iron manganese in the water supply. The first phase of the filing will be for the well installation and the trenching.  The existing piping will be re-utilized.  
The DOC would like to have the public hearing as soon as possible as they would like to start the work on May 21, 2012.  Mr. Bakinowski stated that this project is a public safety issue.  DEP has already approved the project. The DOC is currently purchasing water from the Town of Wrentham.
Mr. Bakinowski stated that there is a DEP guideline provision that states if the project site area is hundreds of acres in size then notification to abutters may be limited to abutters within a reasonable distance of the project. 

After a discussion it was determined to schedule a special meeting for Thursday, May 10, 2012.  The Administrative Assistant will contact Mr. Bakinowski once it is ascertained that a quorum of members will be available. The application will be filed in the next day or two.  The Commission had canceled their regular scheduled meeting for May 9th as town meeting is scheduled for that evening. Mr. Bakinowski invited the Agent to conduct a site inspection. 
PUBLIC HEARING:

106 Main Street - #240-526 – No one was present.  The applicant owes money for consultant fees in the review of the final plans.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the hearing to May 23, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
7:50 p.m.  Town Pond Improvements - #240-528 - Ann Proto, the Recreation Director, was present, as was Rob Truax from GLM Engineering.  Evan Cree Gee, an Eagle Scout candidate, who will be doing his Eagle Scout project at the town pond was present.  Andrea Langhauser, Thomas Terpstra and Cyndi Andrade from the Community Preservation Committee and Thomas Antonellis, a volunteer, who will be performing some carpentry work at the town pond, were also present.
Mr. Truax noted that he and the Agent had conducted a site inspection of the area. They identified an area that would accommodate the main fishing platform area and the 16 foot long wood span over the brook. The revised plans, dated 4/18/12 provided a cross section of the wood docks.  The hand dug four foot deep sono tube footings located within a foot of the bank of the pond would support the fishing docks.  The docks will overhang the pond by two to three feet. The platform will be trex. The middle platform would be handicapped accessible and be equipped with railings.  The bridge would not be located at the narrowest part of the stream but if located elsewhere trees would have to be cut.  The tree limbs that overhang the trails around the pond would be cut back.  The oriental bittersweet vines around the trees will be removed as mitigation for the buffer disturbance. 

Mr. Weddleton requested that a work schedule be put in writing including the dates that the different projects would be commenced.           
Mr. Truax checked out the spring at the pond.  Mrs. Proto stated that the pipe may be clogged with sediment and would need to be flushed out.  Mr. Truax noted that volunteers will check out the pipe and flush it if necessary. 
Ms. DeLonga wanted Mr. Truax to tweak some of the erosion control locations.  She wanted to make sure that the erosion controls would extend beneath the bridge.  Mr. Truax stated that the project calls for a tarp to be put down and the excavated soils would be placed on the tarp and then removed. 

Mrs. Proto stated that Evan Cree Gee, the Eagle Scout candidate, would construct the footbridge using pressure treated wood.  The top decking would be trex.  He will also be spreading wood chips on the trails.  Any chipping of tree limbs on the site would be used on the trails. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to allow Evan Cree Gee to perform his Eagle Scout project at the town pond.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Weddleton signed the consent form for Evan.  Evan will notify the Agent when he is ready to start. 
It is anticipated that the docks and bridge would require a building permit.  This would be investigated by Mr. Antonellis however. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the public hearing at 8:10 p.m.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
APPOINTMENT:
8:00 p.m.  -  Saddle Ridge Estates - #240- 432 – The new owner of the development, Michael Curatola, was present.  He presented a plan showing the location of the proposed houses to be constructed on lots 3 and 4.  The original Order of Conditions issued to Ralph Costello for the construction of roadway and drainage infrastructure for the Saddle Ridge Open Space Subdivision stipulated that any work in the 2nd riparian zone on lots 3 and 4 would require a separate NOI filing for each of the lots. (special condition #6 of Orders of Conditions). 
The total amount of 2nd riparian zone proposed disturbance is 17,200 square feet. There is 715,000 square feet of 2nd riparian  area on the two lots.  The disturbance on Lot 3 and 4 would be due to grading for the house and septic. Mr. Weddleton noted that only 10% of the total 2nd riparian area is allowed to be disturbed.  Mr. Weddleton advised that the houses could be moved forward on the lots and a retaining wall could be constructed to prevent grading into the 2nd riparian. Mr. Curatola noted that there is a septic breakout problem.  Mr. Weddleton suggested moving the septic area to the front or side of the lot.  
Mr. Weddleton noted that the footbridge on state land to access the Lind Farm Conservation Area has become unusable.  He noted in the original Notice of Intent a $5000 payment was required to construct a footbridge over the stream on the Saddle Ridge subdivision to access the open space area and the adjacent Lind Farm. He stated that he would prefer that the applicant construct the bridge. Mr. Curatola stated that he could also repair the footbridge located on the Wrentham Development property if the Commission wished. Mr. Weddleton noted that if the state ever withdrew permission to cross state land via the footbridge there would not be any access to the Lind Farm.   He would prefer that the applicant construct the new bridge on the Saddle Ridge property.  He stated that it would make sense to have the applicant construct a 2 foot by 12 foot wood bridge with trex decking.  He asked that Mr. Curatola coordinate the location of the footbridge with the Agent and design and construct a footbridge that would deter access by motorcycles. 

Mr. Curatola will direct GLM to prepare a Notice of Intent.  Mr. Weddleton noted that they should research other areas in which to locate the septic system as part of the alternatives analysis that is required by State Regulations for work in the 2nd riparian zone. 

Mr. Curatola will also research if Mr. Costello had prepared a deed conveying the open space area to the town. 

The Orders of Conditions for the project (DEP & NCC #240-432) requires that prior to any work being performed on the site the open space trail shall be delineated in the field and approved by the Commission.  That work will be constructed by hand with hand tools and equipment in the jurisdictional areas of the Commission. (condition #4).  Also, prior to any work being done on the site, the Applicant is to provide an executed deed in the form suitable to the Town for the open space parcel to be held and managed by the Commission for open space and conservation uses. (condition #6)

APPOINTMENT:
Appointment with Robert McGhee – Generic NOI discussion – Robert McGhee, the DPW Director and Rob Garrity, Board of Selectman member, were present. Bob McGhee proposes to file a Notice of Intent to repair all of the culverts in the town.  He will rate them first on the status of disrepair. Some of the culverts and outfalls are on private property.  His ultimate goal is to prepare a municipal infrastructure report. Ms. DeLonga would like to see a map or a plan attached to the NOI.  Mr. McGhee stated that he would prepare a construction plan for each project and submit it to the Commission one week prior to commencement of any project. 
Mrs. Terrio requested that the Agent review the draft NOI.  The Commission will again review the draft NOI at the next meeting.  

VOUCHERS:

The members reviewed and signed two vouchers for Oxbow Associates and one voucher for the Sun Chronicle for legal advertising. 
MINUTES:

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the Minutes of December 14, 2011.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the Minutes of March 28, 2012.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A letter of the intent to sell 17 acres of land off Holbrook Street was sent to the town by Mr. Braun, a resident of Millis.  A price for the property has not been determined.  The CPC is investigating the property.

A notice to sell a 1.6 acre parcel of 61A property in Norfolk was sent to the town from Bigelow Farm in Millis. DiPlacido Development has made an offer to purchase the property. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
Correspondence was received from Earl Sholley of 8 Lakeshore Drive, dated April 21, 2012 stating that the recent spring drought has prevented him from burning more brush.  Ms. DeLonga will be writing a letter to Mr. Sholley.  She reported that she received a phone call from a neighbor who feared that Mr. Sholley would be cutting the tops of trees so more sunlight could reach his garden.  Ms. DeLonga will inform Mr. Sholley that he has a deadline of June 1 to remove the brush on the property and not to conduct any more work. 
A letter was sent to Dover Land Surveying, Inc, (Evan Wilmarth) from the Commission, dated August 5, 2012, informing him that Mr. Wilmarth’s in house engineer’s letter (April 2, 2012) stating that the culvert at 106 Main St. is in sound structural shape is not acceptable.  The Commission requires a determination of structural integrity of the culvert pipe beneath the driveway of 106 Main Street from a structural engineer who is licensed in the State of Massachusetts. 
A letter, dated April 23, 2012, was received from Norfolk Animal Inspector, Christopher Wider, that swine had been allowed to forage within 10 feet of a water body known as “Weber’s Pond” at 84 Cleveland Street.  Fencing had been installed to keep the pigs back about 50 feet from the water but the lack of vegetation creates  the potential for runoff of waste running to the pond.  Mr. Wider is expected to conduct another site inspection in the near future.  Mr. Crafton stated that before DEP will get involved in a wetland violation matter, the commission must take measures to access the property and address the issue.  If the Commission cannot access the property then DEP mayl get involved.  It was noted that the Agent should attempt access to the site for an assessment with the Animal Inspector. If Ms. DeLonga is not allowed to access the site the Animal Inspector should take photographs. Natural Heritage can then be notified of the clear cutting of trees and vegetation in this area, which is shown to be an estimated priority habitat for rare or endangered species. 

OLD BUSINESS

 Mr. Weddleton reported that he had met with the Police Chief, the Town Administrator and Board of Selectman member, Robert Garrity about a hunting bylaw.  After his discussion with them all were in agreement that a proposed hunting bylaw that would allow hunting on private property with written permission of the landowner and Police Department would be acceptable to present to Town Meeting.   Mrs. Friedman questioned if the bylaw passes at Town Meeting if signage should be posted in the Town. 
Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
_________________________________________,
Joyce E. Terrio, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
