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Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of February 8, 2012
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton ---- Chair ------present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	John Wayne ------ -- V. Chair-- -absent
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Joyce Terrio --- -----Clerk --- --  present
	

	Ellen Friedman -----Member ---  present
	

	Dan Crafton -------- Member ----present
	

	Patrick Touhey -----Member ----present
	

	
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mr. Weddleton announced that this meeting is being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
Action Items

The Commission will review a revision to the Bylaw Regulations regarding paving driveway within a buffer zone and buffer zone mitigation on the same lot at the next meeting.   Mr. Weddleton stated that he wanted the full membership present at such a discussion. 

The members reviewed the draft letter to the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) regarding the environmental survey conducted by Aquatic Control Technologies (ACT) at Town Pond, Bush Pond and Highland Lake.  The Commission summarized the ACT report to the CPC and noted the solutions proposed and what action the Commission proposed for each of the ponds studied.  The Commission is not proceeding with any action on the ponds due to the maintenance required that would not be eligible for CPA funds. A copy of the letter will be forwarded to Ann Proto, the Recreation Director as well. 
The Commission discussed that Bob McGhee, the DPW Director, should be invited to a conservation meeting to discuss lobbying efforts for more funds to maintain town properties.  The DPW will again be responsible for maintenance of newly acquired town parcels such as Gump’s Farm.  The DPW funds are cut every year. 
The Commission reviewed the draft 2011 annual town report.
Mr. Weddleton reported that Mr. Arthur Frontszak informed the Board of Selectmen that he was pleased with the manner in which the Commission addressed his building issues at 14 Main Street. 

The Commission members were provided a revised page 9 and 10 of the Bylaw Regulations.  The revised pages were inadvertently omitted in the copies of the Regulations given to the members.

Mr. Weddleton noted that the School Department has $40,000 in their budget to replace the old H. Olive Day School playground.  They plan to replace the playground equipment and refer to the playground plan drafted by Jeff Kane for the Commission when they were designing the Kunde Park Playground. The School Committee proposes to pave the site of the original playground site to provide more parking.  The engineering company, VHB, will do a free traffic flow pattern in front of the H. Olive Day School.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the emergency access to the school located off of Medway Street will be opened up and used as a school bus entrance/egress.  The new playground plan will be discussed at the next School Committee meeting.  The School would also like to use more of the Kunde Forest for a new playground area.
Mr. Crafton reported that the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) was not in favor of giving additional monies to Habitat for Humanity for construction of an affordable house at 82 Main Street.   The Affordable Housing Trust requested $600,000 to fund future purchases of land and dwellings earmarked for affordable units. The CPC did not support the purchase of the Buckley Mann property.
Review Minutes:

The Commission reviewed the minutes of January 11, 2012.  Mr. Touhey made the motion to approve the minutes with a grammatical revision.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

Vouchers

The Commission signed the Agent’s payroll for December.
Project Update
Mr. Weddleton requested that the Agent contact Evan Wilmarth for a copy of the revised plan for 106 Main Street (Chipman property).  The Agent will contact Mr. Wilmarth.
Correspondence

The Commission reviewed the letter from the Town of Franklin regarding drainage work off Wylie Road on the Franklin/Norfolk border.  There will be no filing necessary with the Town of Norfolk.  A letter will be sent to the Franklin Conservation Commission requesting a copy of the Orders of Conditions for the project.
The Agent sent a letter to the owners of 67 North Street about filling near or adjacent to a wetland.

The Agent sent a letter to Ruth Johnson with a copy to Earl Sholley regarding the buffer mitigation project at 8 Lakeshore Drive.  Mrs. Johnson is the owner of the property.

The Commission noted that there was a memo from Town Counsel regarding clarifications of the Open Meeting Law.  The clarification notes that additional detailed information is required to be on Board/Committee agendas.  The Open Meeting Law provides that if an item comes up that requires immediate attention by the Board/Committee the chairman has the authority to put that item on the agenda.  The agenda can then be updated as soon as possible after the matter is identified.
Old Business
There has been no contact or information received from the Bylaw Study Committee regarding a proposed hunting bylaw.  The spring town meeting warrant closes on January 23rd.  An e-mail inquiry was sent to Bylaw Study Committee member, Jay Talerman, by the office requesting any information on the matter.
No report has been received from the owner of 84 Cleveland Street, regarding the operation of his pig farm.  The Commission’s office sent an e-mail to the Animal Inspector, Christopher Wider, requesting that he notify the Commission in writing of his observations of soil disturbance adjacent to Weeber’s Pond by the farm animals.   That will give the Commission an opportunity to address a possible wetland violation.  The area is also shown to be an Estimated Priority Habitat as shown on the 2008 Natural Heritage Maps.  Mr. Crafton noted that before DEP will get involved in a wetland violation the Town has to first make an attempt to rectify the situation.  If the Commission cannot make headway with the owner of the pig farm, DEP will assist the Commission.  He noted that the Commission may have to obtain a search warrant to gain access to the property if the owner resists the Commission’s attempt for access. The Commission could refer to Google maps to check the areas of tree clearing on the property.
Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The next meeting will be February 22nd, which will be canceled as it occurs within the February school vacation week. 
_________________________________,

Joyce Terrio, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
