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Conservation Commission Minutes of January 25, 2012


Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of January 25, 2012
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton ---chairman ------present
	Janet Delonga –agent---present

	John Wayne --------vice chair----- present (8:00)
	Marie Simpson – Ad. Asst. present

	Ellen Friedman ----member ---------present
	

	Daniel Crafton ----member --------present (7:50)
	

	Joyce Terrio ------ clerk--------     present
	

	Patrick Touhey --- member ------  absent
	

	
	


A quorum of members was obtained at 7:50 p.m. at which time the duly posted meeting convened in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 

Mr. Weddleton announced that this meeting is being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.

VOUCHERS:
The members signed the voucher for Aquatic Control Technologies (ACT) for $3,150.00. Mr. Weddleton verbally summarized the ACT report (Baseline Biological Survey Report (2011), dated January 2012 – on file in Conservation office) for the members.  The quality of water of Bush Pond, Highland Lake and Town Pond was acceptable.  ACT reported that the current wetland portion of Bush Pond provides valuable wildlife habitat and funding to restore that portion of the pond to open water would be high.
OLD BUSINESS:

Mr. Weddleton reported that the Town Administrator has not signed the contract for the Commission’s Agent as yet. 
Mr. Weddleton reported that Lake Street resident, Tara Werlich, was going to make an appointment with the Bylaw Study Committee to discuss a Bylaw regulating hunting in Norfolk. The Commission would be prepared to attend that meeting and also draft a letter of support for a bylaw that would limit hunting.  Currently, Norfolk has no laws restricting hunting.  Posting of no hunting signs does not appear to be effective in preventing hunting on private property.
Mr. Weddleton also reported that a revised Floodplain Bylaw referencing the newly revised FEMA maps must be presented to the spring town meeting. If the maps are not accepted at the Spring Town Meeting it would jeopardize the ability to obtain flood insurance for those whose properties lie within a flood prone zone. The new flood maps become effective on July 17, 2012.
PUBLIC HEARING:

7:50 p.m.  106 Main St. (DEP & NCC #240-526) Peter Chipman and Evan Wilmarth (Dover Land Surveying) were present as was the Commission’s consultant, Brian Butler from Oxbow Associates. The Agent had reviewed the changes to the plans as did Mr. Butler.  Mr. Butler submitted a written report this evening (dated January 25, 2012 – report on file in case file).  A copy of the report was forwarded to the applicant and to Mr. Wilmarth this evening.  Mr. Wilmarth presented the revised site plan to the Commission (Proposed Site Improvements for Land in Norfolk Massachusetts, revised on 1/16/12, prepared by Dover Land Surveying, Inc. – Plan on file in case file).  The revised plan depicts the wetland replication details and limits of work.  The Japanese knotweed will be treated with Glysophate. The density of seeding was increased.  The razing of the house area was redefined.  The plan depicts seven (7) white pines to be planted within the area of the razed house. Wetland flags were installed in the area of the existing culvert and shown on the plan.  Mr. Butler noted that Rachel Freed from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reiterated that shading over the culvert is considered impact to a wetland.  The approximate location of the drainage basin was shown to be outside of the 100 foot buffer zone. The wetland replication was computed to be 2.5 times the wetland alteration.  The revised plan with the original signature of the engineer was submitted to the file.  
Mr. Butler stated that that Applicant stated that the existing culvert was assessed for structural integrity.  The Applicant did not elaborate on this statement however.  Mr. Wilmarth stated that the engineer, Howard Millard, checked the culvert.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the Commission would require documentation of the integrity of the culvert from Mr. Millard with his original signature and stamp.  The calculations need to be documented.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the hearing would be postponed until the Planning Board review process is completed. 
Ms. DeLonga stated that the calculations need to be shown for the wetland alteration. She would also prefer to have the erosion controls installed on the upland side of the replication area.  She still has a problem with a corner of the replication area encroaching into the wetland.  The erosion control line needs to be pulled back in that location. 

Upon questioning from Mr. Crafton it was learned where the area of Japanese Knotweed was located.  This 1600 square foot area will be treated and cleared for the proposed wetland replication. 
Mr. Chipman noted that he would need some time to put together the filing for the Planning Board. Mr. Weddleton stated that the hearing will be continued for several months.  The Applicant agreed to the continuation.  Mr. Wilmarth will make some minor changes to the plans and will forward at least 3 copies of the revised plans to the Commission.  The Agent will monitor the pond to determine if the site contains a vernal pool.  Mr. Weddleton recommended that the Dr. Hewitson be notified that the Agent will be monitoring the pond.  Dr. Hewitson will be contacted by the Agent to verify vernal pool species with the Agent at the appropriate time.

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to postpone the public hearing to April 11, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The hearing adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
NEW BUSINESS:
Community Preservation Committee Issue/Gift of Land

Mr. Weddleton noted that house and property at 82 Main Street (adjacent to St. Jude’s Church) was purchased by the Municipal Housing Trust for $180,000.  The house was subsequently demolished and a new affordable house is proposed. The Affordable Housing Regulations stipulate that only $150,000 be spent to produce an affordable house for the Town. The Municipal Housing Trust decided to approach the CPC to request $100,000 to construct the house on the property. When the house is sold (in the vicinity of $130,000) the mortgage monies will go to Habitat for Humanity.  Mr. Weddleton noted that before he resigned from that Board he expressed his opinion that it was improper to spend $280,000 of taxpayers’ money to produce one 1200 square foot affordable house.  Mr. Weddleton stated that he would advocate that the town hire a builder and have the monies go back to the Town instead of Habitat for Humanity. Mr. Weddleton made the recommendation that the CPC representative (Dan Crafton) not support granting an additional $100,000 to the Municipal Housing Trust to produce an affordable house. The Commission members present concurred with the recommendation.

Mr. Crafton noted that the homeowners of 108 Main Street requested that the CPC purchase their 4 acre parcel of land and their house for $599,000.

Discussion of Aquatic Control Technologies (ACT) report –Pond Study
The study on Highland Lake indicated that there were only 7 or 8 water chestnut plants within the entire lake which were hand pulled by the ACT team during their assessment.  The maintenance schedule is to have the residents around the lake hand pull the weeds.  The sediment build up by the dam is seasonal and minor.  The water in the lake is quite deep.  The low dissolved oxygen in Highland Lake did not appear to be a major issue.  It     was recommended that the oxygen levels be monitored throughout the year.
The report indicated that the temperature of water in Town Pond would not support trout.  The only way to keep the trout alive would be to aerate the pond.  Mr. Weddleton suggested that the Recreation Director be informed of the Town Pond results.  Ms. DeLonga stated that she put a copy of the report in Ann Proto’s mailbox.  The only fish that could survive in Town Pond is perch, sunfish, and bass. 

The study indicated a more serious problem at Bush Pond.  ACT recommended that a solution to the weed infiltration is to hydro-rake the pond at a cost of $17,000 to $32,000.  The pond would need follow-up spraying and treatment with AquaPro.   ACT reported that the swans have created a canal system in the south side of the Pond.   The water is very shallow in the southern portion of the Pond and dredging to increase the depth of the water was also recommended.  This recommendation will prove to be very costly and is not guaranteed to work.  Mrs. Friedman stated that she would like to see something done to stave off further weed infestation of the Pond.  Mr. Weddleton noted that CPC funds cannot be used for maintenance of ponds. 
Mr. Crafton recommended that the Commission should wait to see what happens to the Buckley Mann property and what will be proposed for the northern portion of Bush Pond on that property. 
A letter will be drafted to the CPC summarizing the findings of the report for each of the Ponds.  Mrs. Terrio recommended asking the CPC if they would be receptive to a request for treatment of the Ponds. 

A letter was received from an Eagle Scout candidate requesting a project for his Eagle Scout badge.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the scout should investigate projects and present them to the Commission.  The office will contact the Eagle Scout candidate with that message. Mr. Crafton noted that the Commission still needs a trail map for the Lind Farm.
Mr. Earl Sholley of 8 Lakeshore Drive has not responded to the Commission as yet.  Ms. DeLonga will send another letter to Mr. Sholley and Mrs. Johnson, the owner of the property. 
Wetland Regulations Revision

The Commission reviewed and discussed the draft revision to the Wetland Regulations prepared by the Agent that will allow paving of driveways within a wetland resource as long as appropriate design measures are taken to control direct runoff into the wetland resource and reviewed by the Commission. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to authorize payment to ACT for the Pond Report.   Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. .

Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
______________________________,
Joyce Terrio, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. c.30A, §§ 18-25, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
