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Town of Norfolk

Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane
Meeting of March 28, 2012
	Commission Members


	Others

	John Weddleton--chairman --present
	Janet Delonga –Agent ----------present

	John Wayne –vice-chair ------present
	Marie Simpson – Admin. Asst. -absent


	Joyce Terrio  –clerk ---------  present

	

	Daniel Crafton –Member –---present
	

	Ellen Friedman –Member-----present


	

	Patrick Touhey – Member - -absent
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.

Mr. Weddleton announced that per the requirements of the revised Open Meeting Law he is informing all in attendance that this meeting is being audiotaped. 
PUBLIC HEARING

14 Castle Road – Request for Determination of Applicability

Present:  Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, Vin Gadoury, contractor.

The proposal is for the renovation of an existing screened porch at the rear of 14 Castle Road that will be converted to kitchen space and the construction of a new screened porch at the rear of the house.  Photographs of the rear porch and the rear yard were presented.  The 1987 septic plan shows that the wetlands were 51 feet from the house but sometime between the different ownerships of the house, the rear yard was filled and leveled.  The distance from the existing porch to the rear yard fence is now over 95 feet.  There is a three foot transition behind the fence and then a drop to the wetland.
The new screened porch will be supported by 3 three cement sono tube footings that will be dug and poured by hand.  The excavate from the footings will be hand loaded into a wheelbarrow. No dumpster will be on the site; just a small utility trailer for refuse and debris. The new screened porch will not extend further into the rear yard than the existing porch. 
The Board concurred that there would be no need to require a filing for this project.  Mr.  Wayne made the motion to issue a NEGATIVE determination of applicability. Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.
APPOINTMENT:

Gump’s Farm Project Presentation (informal)– Cynthia Andrade, the Chairman of the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) and other members were present. The Commission referred to a copy of the trail plan that was e-mailed to the Commission members.  The plan indicates that there are three boardwalk wetland crossings.  One of the wetlands has an existing dilapidated wood crossing.  One of the trails cuts through the affordable housing lot at Medway Branch and Tucker Road (lot 4). An easement would be provided on the lot to create this trail.  The trails would be created from the existing foot paths throughout the property.  No new trails would be created. A wooden observation platform would be constructed near the pond/vernal pool. 

Mr. Weddleton noted that since the trails already exist he questioned why boardwalks would have to be constructed.  He noted that he conducted a site walk with several CPC members when the property was being considered for purchase and noted that none of the trails going through the wetlands required a boardwalk.  He questioned if the trails could be groomed to accommodate handicap access without the necessity of installing boardwalks.  There is precedent with the Commission in deterring the creation of trails and boardwalks through wetlands ( Norfolk Landing, Kane property off Medway Street, Toils End Farm). The Commission has in the past made recommendations to the Planning Board regarding eliminating trail crossings through wetlands.  
Mrs. Andrade stated that the proposed boardwalks would be supported by pressure treated framing. Mr. Weddleton noted that sono tube footings would have to be installed every 10 to 15 feet to support the framing. He noted that the boardwalks would be a very expensive component of the project and would require disturbances to the wetlands. Mrs. Andrade noted that one trail to the vernal pool would have to cross a very wet area and would require constructing a boardwalk for handicap accessibility. She noted that the rest of the trails of the trails will bedesigned as neighborhood access walking trails.  The consultant for the CPC had also proposed a loop trail off the main trail. Mr. Weddleton noted that an alternatives analysis would have to be submitted to show why another wetland crossing would be required.  There would be substantial cost savings if the loop trail were eliminated.  
Mrs. Andrade noted that many surveys were conducted for use of CPC lands and the highest priority by citizens was walking trails.  She noted that some of the work could be performed by scouts earning their Eagle Scout badges. Mrs. Andrade stated that the loop trail could be eliminated.  Descriptive signage for different areas was also being planned for the project. Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission is not saying that it does not  favor the trail system but is merely raising some issues that will be a future topic of discussion. The alternatives analysis could mention that the purpose of the wetland crossings was for educational use (i.e. wetland plant identification). Mr. Weddleton recommended that one person oversee the entire project. 
The members and Mrs. Andrade discussed the location and the purpose of a viewing plat- form near the vernal pool.  The problem with this area is periodic flooding and disturbance of vernal pool habitat.  The Commission would be more comfortable with structures being located out of the buffer zone to the vernal pool and minimizing any impacts in the 50-100 foot buffer zone of wetlands. 
Mrs. Andrade noted that the trail system stabilized with stone dust was priced out at approximately $22,000.  The boardwalks and clearing of trails estimated out at approximately $111,000.  Since CPC funds were used to purchase the land, additional funds could be earmarked for further improvements.  CPC funds cannot be used for maintenance however.  Mrs. Andrade noted that there is pending state legislation that would allow for maintenance however.  The CPC consultant is also working on an estimate of maintenance costs associated with the project. 

Braun property 
On another matter, Mrs. Andrade informed the Commission that she has been in contact with Mr. Braun, the owner of a 17 acre vacant parcel off Holbrook Street.  Mr. Braun has informed the town that he wishes to sell the 61A property.  The access to the 17 acres would be from a frontage lot lying partly in Norfolk and partly in Millis.  The lot does not qualify as buildable due to the lack of frontage in Norfolk, but it would provide access to the current land locked acreage.  Mrs. Andrade will notify the Commission of any site inspections scheduled. 
ACTION ITEMS:

Keeney Pond Lots.  Mr. Weddleton noted that some of his lots that were issued an Order of Conditions within the Keeney Pond Subdivision were automatically extended under the Permit Extension Act.  A letter was prepared by the office and signed by Mr. Wayne, indicating that the Orders had automatically been extended.  After a brief discussion it was determined that a vote to reaffirm the extension by Commission vote would probably be beneficial as well.  Mr. Crafton made the motion to reaffirm the Extension of the Orders of Conditions issued to the Keeney Ponds lots (Lots #39, 40, 41, 42 and 43 Keeney Pond Road) would be automatically extended to May 24, 2014 by the Permit Extension Act.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Mr. Wayne informed the Commission that he would not be able to attend any meetings during the month of April as he has to attend Wednesday evening classes for the entire month. 

The Commission will defer discussion on changes to the Regulations until they have a full board present.

OLD BUSINESS:

Proposed Hunting Bylaw
Mr. Weddleton reported that he had a meeting with Jack Hathaway, Rob Garrity and the Police Chief regarding a proposed hunting bylaw.  He noted that he advocated for the bylaw to include written permission by the landowner to be filed with the Police Department.  The property owner would have to submit the letter in person to the Police Department to help prevent forgery.  The landowner could also limit hunting to only one specific hunter.  The letter would have to be updated annually.  Mr. Weddleton noted that all in attendance favored the bylaw. All hunters would have to check in with the Police Department and present proof of identity (name address and phone number) and state where they are proposing to hunt.  The hunters will be told if they are near property where hunting is prohibited. The hunting bylaw will be sponsored by the Board of Selectmen.
84 Cleveland Street Pig Farm
Mr. Weddleton stated that the Animal Inspector, Chris Wider, will be providing a letter to the Commission stating his observations of the farming activity near wetland resources.

MINUTES:

The Commission reviewed the minutes of March 14, 2012.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the minutes of March 14, 2012.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Wayne questioned if he was an abutter to the Gump’s Farm.  Mrs. Terrio noted that he should check with the Town Administrator who will contact Town Counsel.
Mr. Weddleton reported that he was notified that four signs were stolen from the Kunde Conservation Park.   A police report was filed and the Town Administrator will check with the Town’s insurance company for replacement costs.
Ms. DeLonga noted that because of the dry year it has not been a good year for vernal pool migration and activity.
Mr. Weddleton has contacted Peter Chipman regarding an overdue payment for Oxbow Associates

Mr. Weddleton reported that the Lind Farm foot bridge needs repairing. Ms. DeLonga will check the bridge before the Commission contacts the developer of Saddle ridge Estates. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the hearing at 9:00 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.

____________________________________,
Joyce Terrio, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
