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Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of May 23, 2012
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton –Chair ----------absent
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	John Wayne—----V. Chair ------present  
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Joyce Terrio    -----Clerk ---------present
	

	Dan Crafton --------Member -----present (7:50 p.m.)
	

	Ellen Friedman ----Member -----present
	

	Patrick Touhey ----Member ----- present
	

	
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:40 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mrs. Terrio, the acting chairman for this meeting, announced that the meeting was being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
PUBLIC HEARING:
106 Main Street - #240-526 (continuation) – No one was present for the continuation of the public hearing.  A letter report had been received from Oxbow Associates regarding the final plan review.  The Applicant paid the outstanding review fees.  The letter report will be sent to the Applicant and Dover Surveying.  A structural engineer’s report is still outstanding regarding the structural integrity of the pipe culvert beneath the driveway.  

Mr. Wayne made the motion to continue the public hearing to June 13, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
MINUTES

Mr. Touhey made the motion to approve the Minutes of May 10, 2012 as drafted.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was 4-0-1.  Mrs. Terrio abstained.  
VOUCHERS:

No vouchers were signed.
PUBLIC HEARING

Alexis Realty, LLC/Lot 47 Cleveland Street – Rob Truax from GLM Engineering was present.  Also present was Steven Pezwick of 2 Fruit Street.  GLM Engineering flagged the wetlands at this site.  The site is an approximately 6 acre parcel and is located at the corner of Fruit Street and Cleveland Street.  Approximately 2 acres of the parcel is bordering vegetated wetland (BVW).  The Applicant proposes to construct a four bedroom single family dwelling with a two car garage, grading and subsurface septic system.  The access driveway would be from Fruit Street. The dwelling will be approximately 400 feet into the lot. A portion of the house will be within the 50-100 foot buffer zone.  No work or alteration is proposed within the 0-50 foot buffer zone. The Board reviewed a large color coded plan on the easel.  The site plan is entitled “Proposed Sewage Disposal System, Lot 47 Cleveland Street, Norfolk, Massachusetts”, dated April 12, 2012, prepared by GLM Engineering Consultants, Inc. 
Mr. Truax stated that they conducted soil tests at the rear of the proposed dwelling and found poor soils and broken rock.  A mounded septic system would be required if the septic were located in this area. A pine tree forest dominates the area of the proposed house and rear of the house.  Grading is proposed from the septic system to within 20 feet of the 50 foot no disturb buffer.
Mr. Truax noted that the location of the driveway could be moved further away from the wetland but it would require cutting into a hill near the lot line.  They decided to keep the driveway in its location to keep the disturbance to the site to a minimum.  The septic system will be located adjacent to the driveway and cut into the slope by the lot line. Fill will be brought in for a portion of the driveway. 

The wetlands were flagged during the month of April and it was unusually dry at that time.  The amount of disturbance to the site is approximately 39,000 square feet. No work is proposed on the remainder of the site. 

Ms. DeLonga stated that she had conducted a site inspection and presented Mr. Truax with a photograph of the site showing water extending right up to the edge of Cleveland Street.   Mr. Touhey noted that there is a flow of water from this lot to the wetland across Fruit Street.  Mr. Truax noted that he was unable to locate any culvert beneath Fruit Street but is aware of the flow pattern.  Mr. Touhey drives by this area frequently. 

Ms. DeLonga noted that there is no backup information for the wetland delineation included with the filing.  The applicant also needs to sign the application. Mass GIS shows that there is a potential vernal pool on the side of the lot closest to the proposed driveway. Ms. DeLonga questioned why a house could not be located off Cleveland Street.  Mr. Truax noted that the house and septic would be squeezed in this corner and the proposed area seemed to accommodate the house and septic to a better degree.  
Upon questioning from Mr. Touhey and the abutter, Mr. Pezwick, Mr. Truax noted that the driveway would be approximately 13 feet higher than the down gradient wetland.  No water is anticipated to flow over the driveway from the wetland nor will runoff be stopped from flowing into the wetland. The wetland is not expected to fill up with water to such a degree that the water would impact the house. 
Ms. Delonga questioned if another design could be proposed for the driveway to eliminate some of the grading.  Mr. Truax stated that he could place an underground barrier/liner to help eliminate the amount of grading for the septic.  Ms. DeLonga noted that this site contains quite a bit of water.  Mr. Truax noted that the house is at a higher elevation than the wetlands.  

Mr. Wayne questioned how the runoff from the driveway would be managed.  He noted that there would be a large amount of water coming from the street to the middle of the driveway.  Mr. Truax will design a treatment for the runoff. 
Mr. Crafton questioned what mitigation would be proposed for the buffer zone disturbance.  Mr. Truax will calculate the amount of disturbance within the 50-100 foot buffer zone. Mr. Truax would like to walk the site with the Agent. Mr. Truax stated that he would like to return to the Commission in 4 weeks with a revised plan.
Mr. Crafton made the motion to continue the hearing to June 27, 2012 at 7:45 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The hearing adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Correspondence was received from MAPC regarding a workshop on subdivisions.

Correspondence was received from Mr. Michael Nierny, the owner of Misty Meadows Farm on Union Street.  Ms. DeLonga noted that the land had always been in some sort of farming.  She has been in contact with DEP and MACC.  Mr. Neirny had recently plowed under a portion of the land adjacent to a stream in order to plant blueberries.  

An Email letter and plan was submitted by Mrs. Gywnne Sawtelle of 9 Longmeadow Rd.  Mrs. Sawtelle had questioned if a filing was necessary for a proposed addition at the rear of the house.  The Sawtelles had filed a Notice of Intent for an addition to the rear of the dwelling in 2006.  
The Commission reviewed the final revisions to the Regulations that were voted on  May 9th relative to mitigation for disturbed buffer and paving of driveways within a buffer resource.  The Commission will review the final revision again at the next meeting when Mr. Weddleton is present.  

Written notice was sent to the Massachusetts DOC that DEP approved the installation of well #4 at MCI Norfolk.  A copy of that notice was forwarded to the Commission by Mr. Bakinowski of the Department of Corrections (DOC)
ACTION ITEMS:
Bruce Johnston, submitted a written request for a Certificate of Compliance (COC) for 91 Leland Road.  Ms. DeLonga had conducted a site inspection and recommended approval of the COC.  Mr. Wayne made the motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance for 91 Leland Road.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Touhey made the motion to close the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
________________________________,

Joyce Terrio, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
