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Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of October 10, 2012
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton ---- Chair ------present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	Joyce Terrio ------ -- V. Chair-- -present
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Ellen Friedman --- --Clerk --- --  present
	

	Dan Crafton      -----Member ---  present
	

	Patrick Touhey ----- Member ----absent
	

	Michelle Lauria ------Member ----present
	

	John Wayne ----------Member----present
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mr. Weddleton announced that this meeting is being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
7:30 p.m. 106 Main Street – DEP/NCC #240-526. No one was present to represent the Applicant.  No information was taken in.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Applicant was still involved in litigation with his immediate abutter and has not filed with the Planning Board as yet. Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to January 9, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.   Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Lot 30 Willow place – DEP & NCC #240-532. Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to October 24, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.   

APPOINTMENT:  

7:35 p.m.  Ann Proto, the Norfolk Recreation Director was present, as was Cyndi Andrade, the chairman of the Community Preservation Committee (CPC), and Robert Garrity, a member of the Board of Selectmen.   Ms. Proto presented a site plan of the new Freeman-Kennedy School which also depicted the location of the fields around the school.  She noted that when the new school was built they lost approximately 3 acres of fields and the tennis courts.  Ms. Proto had no input into the layout of the school and the impact of the school on the playing fields. 
A new Little League baseball field was shown to be relocated directly in front of the existing Freeman School.  The current Little League baseball field will eventually become part of the school play field.  For the time being however, the baseball field will remain.  The baseball field is too small to be converted to a regulation size soccer field.  Ms. Proto noted that the actual school building is located very close to the outfield fence and there is a potential for the school’s windows to be broken by baseballs.  This would not be a problem if the field were used as part of the school playing field which could host whiffle ball games or kick ball games. 
All of the Recreation Department’s playing fields are located either on the Pond Street Recreation Area or on the Freeman/Kennedy school property.  Ms. Proto asked if the Commission would allow a 4.5 acre parcel of conservation land located between the football field and the railroad tracks to be used for a soccer field.  The lot is heavily wooded and a portion of the parcel is within a Riverfront Area. She noted that it would be more convenient to identify and construct potential playing fields on lands adjacent to current playing fields as parents usually have more than one child enrolled in sports programs. 

The Recreation Commission is seeking funds from the CPC to pay for a recreation playing field master plan.  An article for funding is on the fall Town Meeting Warrant. Ms. Proto stated that she would need about 20-30 feet of the conservation land in order to make a full sized soccer field. Ms. Proto noted that a parking area and access road would have to be built to access the conservation land.

She is present this evening to see if there is even the possibility of using that land.  She stated that she is aware of the legal issues surrounding the use of conservation land.  She is not sure of the property bounds of the land and would want to survey the parcel.  Mr. Garrity noted that Ms. Proto should contact the DPW Superintendent as that department just acquired new GPS equipment for measurement. 
Mr. Weddleton questioned if the transfer of the property would be a quid pro quo.  Mr. Garrity stated that just by changing the use of the land triggers the criteria under Chapter 97. As such, the Recreation Commission would have to give the Commission other land in exchange for the use of this parcel.  Mr. Garrity noted that his previous job was liaison for the Executive Office for Environmental Affairs (EOEA) and dealt with these local issues.  Mr. Garrity noted that even changing a small portion of the land into a different use would require a trade of land.  Mr. Garrity noted that the Gump’s land may also be protected land as it was purchased with CPC funds. 

Mrs. Terrio questioned if Kid’s Place, once it is transferred to the Gump’s Farm, could be used as a soccer field. Ms. Proto noted that the land has drainage issues due to the septic field for the Housing Authority and the parcel is too small to locate a regulation size soccer field. She noted that it makes sense to use the conservation land as it lies directly adjacent to the existing soccer fields off Boardman Street.

Mr. Weddleton stated that there is a river located on the far end of the conservation parcel.  The land slopes toward the river.  He recommended that Recreation measure the property with a measuring tape.  A survey would cost a great deal of money.  Ms. Proto stated that there are no boundary markers on the field or the conservation land. Mr. Garrity noted that Ms. Proto should check with the DPW as they have obtained new GPS devices to obtain measurements.  
Mr. Garrity noted that the use of this conservation land would not accommodate all of the field needs of the Recreation Department. He noted that a small baseball field could be located between the football field and the railroad tracks.  Ms. Proto noted that the fields could not be used simultaneously by the Babe Ruth Leagues as their backfields would overlap into another field. Mr. Crafton noted that there is room for a field behind the Babe Ruth Field.  Ms. Proto noted that the football field, the irrigation system and the lights would have to be moved to accommodate a baseball field in this location. 
Mr. Weddleton noted that the airport property would make a good place to locate playing fields. Ms. Proto stated that they will revisit the airport property.  She noted that the owner of the property is asking for more money than the property was evaluated. The Recreation Department is also looking at a 13 acre parcel at Myrtle and Gold Street.  She noted that they are also looking to use Bicentennial Park as a field. 
Mr. Crafton recommended that the Recreation Department await the Town Meeting vote to further investigate using this parcel of conservation land and to also see what other lands might be available.  Mr. Garrity noted that the Town is meeting with various State and DOC officials to see about purchasing additional land adjacent to the Pond Street Recreation Area. Mr. Weddleton stated that this would be the ideal location for additional fields. 
Ms. Lauria questioned what the Commission would be getting in exchange for the use of the conservation land.  She questioned how the inconvenience of not locating all of the fields in one area would meet the criteria under M.G.L. for conservation land conversion. She also noted that this would be setting a precedent for the future.
A non-binding straw vote to allow the continued investigation of using the conservation land was 4-1-1.  Mrs. Terrio voted nay.  Mr. Weddelton abstained. 

OLD BUSINESS:

The Commission reviewed the draft Hunting Bylaw that was recently approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Garrity stated that the wording was changed by the Bylaw Study Committee after drafted by the Commission.  The Board of Selectmen unanimously rejected the wording proposed by the Bylaw Study Committee. 
The Commission discussed the recent Eagle Scout project that involved the construction and installation of two bat houses at the Town Pond.  Ms. Proto had sent photographs of the completed bat houses to the Commission and noted that she did not approve of the location of the bat houses.  The Eagle Scout candidate had not contacted her about the proposed location as he was advised to do.  The candidate also did not contact the Commission’s liaison for the project, Mr. Crafton.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission should scrutinize proposed Eagle Scout projects on conservation land more closely for community value before they approve a project. 

VOUCHERS:

The members signed Ms. DeLonga’s payroll voucher.
MINUTES:

The members reviewed the Minutes of September 26, 2012. Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the Minutes of September 26, 2012 as revised.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 5-0.  Mr. Wayne had left the meeting at 8:50 p.m. and did not vote on the acceptance of the minutes. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
The members reviewed the letter report from Wetland Strategies regarding Lot 30 Willow Place.  The letter report was generated after a combined site inspection by Lenore White, Janet Delonga, Dr. Hewitson and Mr. Gallagher.  The consultants had agreed upon a revised wetland line.  Mr. Weddleton advised the members that they should conduct a visit of the site.  He noted that it was his decision to not forward the letter report to the Applicant.  

Mrs. Lauria was advised that she could take part in the public hearing on this matter but would not be able to vote on the matter. 
The Commission reviewed the memorandum prepared by Ms. DeLonga after reviewing the site plan for a proposed Estate Lot off Fredrickson Road.  The memorandum will be forwarded to the Planning Board. 

Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:05 p.m. Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 5-0 (unanimous).
The next meeting is scheduled for October 24, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C.
_________________________________,

Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
