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     Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of March 13, 2012
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton –Chair ----------present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	Joyce Terrio    ----V. Chair ------ present  
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Ellen Friedman---Clerk ---------  present
	

	Dan Crafton ------Member -----  present
	

	John Wayne      -- Member -----   present
	

	Patrick Touhey ----Member ----- present
	

	Michelle Lauria --- Member -----absent
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mr. Weddleton announced that the meeting was being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
VOUCHERS:

A voucher for the Agent’s payroll was signed.
PUBLIC HEARING:

7:30 P.M. 106 Main Street.  The applicant was not present.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the applicant contacted him and requested a one month extension. Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to April 10, 2013 at 7:30 P.M.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
MINUTES:

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the Minutes of January 23, 2013 as drafted.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 5-0-1.  Mr. Wayne abstained. 
Mr. Wayne made the motion to accept the Minutes of February 13, 2013 as amended.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 4-0-2.  Mrs. Terrio and Mr. Crafton abstained. 

Mrs. Friedman made the motion to accept the Minutes of February 27, 2013 as amended.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was 6-0-1.  Mr. Touhey abstained. 

APPOINTMENT:
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Andersen were present at the invitation of the Commission to discuss the tree removal conducted at 108 Main Street.  Also present was a neighbor of the Andersens who cut the tree and Mr. Mujeeb Ahmed, a potential buyer for the property. 
The potential buyer questioned if he could have a roadway on 108 Main Street that was separate from 106 Main Street. Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission would like to see the developers combine the two properties with one access roadway and one exit roadway. That scenario would prevent the filing of any wetlands and also save money.  The Commission would like to see a pervious area between the access and exit roadways.  The potential buyer has already spoken with the owner of 106 Main Street and his engineer.  Mr. Weddleton noted that it may be necessary to obtain cross easements.  Mr. Weddleton noted that since there are resources and buffer zones on the lot, any testing would have to be approved by the Commission. 
Mr. Andersen stated that she was informed by Mr. Weddleton that a complaint was received about the removal of trees adjacent to the pond. Mrs. Weddleton noted that he was informed that the trees that were taken down were dead.  Mrs. Andersen noted that she was not aware of the law.  She asked who had made the complaint.  She noted that two diseased willow trees were removed.  Mr. Weddleton stated that they won’t disclose who made the complaint. He noted that he saw what looked like a two foot stub of a pine tree.  Mrs. Andersen presented photographs of the trees during the summer months and there were no leaves on the trees. The Commission also reviewed photographs that were taken by the Agent.
Mrs. Andersen stated that there were 4 willow trees on their property, two of which were blown down. One tree was located near the pond and the street. Mrs. Weddleton stated that he observed pieces of trees that looked healthy.  He also observed a birch tree that appeared to be alive.  Mrs. Andersen noted that the tree branches were dropped branches that she was picking up and disposing.  She noted that she was not aware that she needed a permit to remove dead trees that were about to fall on her electric wires.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the Commission will discuss this matter and get back to the Andersens in light of the fact that the property may be sold and developed.   

Mr. Andersen noted that there is a pine tree located near the house that is in the process of dying and leaning toward electric wires.  Mr. Weddleton recommended that the Andersens file a Request of Determination of Applicability. He was advised to call or visit the Commission’s office in the morning.  
PUBLIC HEARING:
8:03 p.m. 17 Standish Rd.  Philip Ibrahim, the applicant was present.  Also present were representatives from RIM Engineering and Attorney John Borentein, Jr. from the law firm of Johnson and Borenstein.  Mr. Ibrahim stated that he hoped to close the hearing today.

Mr. Ibrahim presented a revised plan that had been submitted to the Commission’s office on Thursday, the previous week.  Mr. Weddleton recommended that the septic plan and the conservation plan be combined into one plan.  Mr. Ibrahim noted that the footprint of the septic system has been superimposed on the conservation development plan.  The Conservation Commission has the same plan that was submitted to the Board of Health. 
Ms. DeLonga stated that she was concerned that a contractor would not use the plan that was approved by the Commission.  The engineer will submit a new copy of the plan. The hearing could be closed contingent upon receiving a combined plan. 
Ms. DeLonga recommended that some of the fill in the buffer zone be removed along with the monitoring pipes for mitigation.  Mr. Ibrahim stated that he planned to put in 6 inches of soils but he will be happy to do whatever is reasonable.  The plantings in this area will keep the soils stable.   

Mr. Ibrahim noted that they did not speak to the Board of Selectmen about using a portion of the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the Board of Selectmen should be consulted.  The Board of Selectmen has the final say if they want the area of the septic system paved to allow room in the cul-de-sac.  If this happens the pervious calculations would change. Mr. Ibrahim stated that he got positive feedback from the police chief and the fire chief. He stated that he feels comfortable that the town will approve the modified cul-de-sac. 
The Commission received a written narrative on the mitigation proposed this evening.  The narrative was entitled “Mitigation Plan for 17 Standish Road- Norfolk, MA”, dated February 21, 2013.  The mitigation proposes that 2,424 square feet of bare earth disturbance within the 50 foot buffer would be restored in place.  Six inches of loam is to be spread over the previously filled area and planted with white pines 30 feet on center and an upland seed mix for ground cover.  Upland shrubs will be planted 15 feet on center, 10 feet from the white pines.  The list of disturbances was also included in the narrative. 
The breakdown of the plants is listed on the plan.  The size of the plants was not shown.  The engineer noted that a 200 square foot strip of clover was to be planted to reduce the amount of lawn on the parcel.  The clover strip would act as a transition from the lawn to the woods. 

Mr. Weddleton noted that the delineation of the undisturbed area should have shrubs, rocks or a fence as a visual barrier.  The applicant is proposing boulders with shrubs between the boulders within the 5 feet wide mulch strip. 

Mrs. Terrio and Mr. Weddleton both recommended that Mr. Ibrahim consult with the Board of Selectmen before the hearing is closed as this cul-de-sac would be configured differently than others in the town.  They noted that if the Board of Selectmen objected to the configuration and the hearing after the hearing was closed, Mr. Ibraham would have to re-file.   Mr. Ibrahim asked for a recess so he could confer with his attorney.  After the conference with his attorney, Mr. Ibrahim requested that the hearing be closed.  He noted that trucks would be able to turn within the complete radius of the cul-de-sac.  
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the hearing at 8:35 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.
NEW BUSINESS:
The members signed the Conservation Restriction for Lot 72 Toils End Farm.  The Board of Selectmen had signed the CR at their meeting on March 12, 2013. 
The members signed certificate of release for 4 Analore Circle.

The members reviewed the draft 2012 Conservation Commission Town Meeting Report.  The Report was approved as drafted.
The members discussed the possible locations for the installation of the new turtle crossing signs.  Mrs. Friedman had contacted Stony Brook Nature Center for their recommendations.  The members discussed that it would be a good idea to contact the Sun Chronicle for public awareness.  Ms. DeLonga recommended that the locations should be fixed now so that the DPW would have enough time in the spring to install the signs. 

Mr. Touhey made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
___________________________________,

 Ellen Friedman Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
