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Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of May 22, 2013
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton ---- Chair ------present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	Joyce Terrio ------ -- V. Chair-- present
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.---------- present

	Ellen Friedman  -----Clerk --- -- present
	

	John Wayne    -----Member ---   present
	

	Dan Crafton -------- Member ----present
	

	Patrick Touhey -----Member ----present (8:00 p.m)
	

	Michelle Lauria ---- Member ----present
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mr. Weddleton announced that this meeting is being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
PUBLIC HEARING:

7:30 p.m. 106 Main Street (240-526).  The applicant submitted an e-mail requesting that the meeting be continued.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to June 26, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
APPOINTMENT:

Eagle Scout candidate, Ben Grant, was present to discuss a potential Eagle Scout project.  Also present was his mother, Sally Grant.  Ben proposes to construct trails on the Pondville Conservation Land into the Lind Farm Conservation land.   A trail head off Route 115 will be created. After speaking with Bob McGhee, the Department of Public Works Director, Ben informed the Commission that it was doubtful that a new parking area could be developed off Route 115 at the entrance to the Pondville Conservation Land.   He still wants to propose an entrance however, perhaps for bicycles.  A painted crosswalk from the sidewalk along Pine Street to the trail head was proposed to Mr. McGhee.  Ben proposes to conduct a site inspection along with someone from Stony Brook to identify natural features/landmarks on the land.  Ben will discuss access options with the DPW Director.  The handout given to the Commission shows the current Pondville Conservation Land sign.  

The Commission will approve the final layout of the trail.  Ben was advised to design the trail without removing any trees.  He is to provide a prototype for signage, wording, the relocation of the existing sign, types of footings, etc.  Ben proposes to conduct this project over the summer months. Mr. Crafton will be the liaison from the Commission for this project.  Mrs. Terrio noted that additional open space land from Saddle Ridge Estates abuts the site.  Mr. Curatola, the owner of Saddle Ridge Estates and Mr. Truax from GLM were present.  Parking could be maintained at the Lazy Loopers parking lot on Commonwealth of MA land abutting Saddle Ridge Estates.  The proposal should be presented to the Commission prior to implementation.  Mr. Weddleton signed the Boy Scout approval form. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
No one was present for the continuation of the public hearing for 84 Cleveland Street (240-538) that was scheduled for 7:30 p.m.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to postpone the hearing to 8:15 p.m. this evening.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
8 (Lot 3) Saddle Ridge Road (240-539) --- 10 (lot 4) Saddle Ridge Road (240-540).  Present were Rob Truax from GLM Engineering and Michael Curatola, the owner and developer of the lots.  Mr. Truax stated that they have had no success contacting DEP regarding an interpretation of the Rivers Protection Act and his assertion that a total of 17,000 square feet of riverfront, which is 10% of the riverfront area within the subdivision, could be disturbed on two of the lots. He noted that revised plans for Lots 3 and 4 were submitted last week showing 5,000 square feet of disturbance within the riverfront area on each of the two lots.  He stated that there is less than 50,000 square feet of riverfront area on each of the lots and the applicant would be entitled to disturb 10% of the riverfront or 5,000 square feet whichever is greater. There was a discussion of how much riverfront area was on each lot.  The total riverfront area on Lot 3 is 35,933 square feet. The total riverfront area on Lot 4 is 18,296.  These numbers were not shown on the final revised plan for each of the lots. The numbers along with the 10% of the riverfront area proposed to be disturbed must be shown on the plans.
Ms. DeLonga noted that any lot created after October 6, 1997 can have up to 10% of the riverfront area disturbed on each of the affected lots.  The Commission referred to a memorandum, dated 1994, from the then chairman of the Norfolk Conservation Commission (James Giebfried) to the Planning Board, noting that Lots 3 and 4, which were created after 1997, would only be allowed to have up to a maximum of 10% disturbance on each lot.  Mr. Truax stated that he disagrees with the entire philosophy of the riverfront act.  The open space deed is still being reviewed by Town Counsel, but Mr. Weddleton stated that he was ready to recommend the closing of the hearing pending receipt of the deed.  The Commission will continue the hearing for two weeks at which time new plans will show the amount of riverfront on each lot and the 10% allowed disturbance be noted on revised plans.  

Mr. Thomas Sprague, an abutter, questioned the placement of the trail.  He asked if anything would be erected to prevent encroachment on his property.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the approved subdivision plan shows a trail head from North Street, encircling the rear of all of the lots within the Saddle Ridge subdivision.  No buffer or screening was shown on the plan or required by the Planning Board.  Mr. Truax stated that the trail and the footbridge have been completed.  The trails were created with minor clearing.  No trail markers were required.  Mr. Sprague stated that he has lived in this area for a long time and has experienced a number of breaking and entering.  He noted that the parties escaped into the woods behind his property in the vicinity of the trails.  He is able to see the trail from his kitchen window. He was invited to walk the trails. Ms. DeLonga recommended that some of the tree trunks can be spray painted to mark the trails. The Commission cannot force the Applicant to do this however.  Mr. Sprague stated that he would not approve marking the trails. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the hearing to June 12, 2013 at 8:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Wayne.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. The hearing adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
The Commission took a five minute break.
After the break, Mr. Weddleton reported that Philip Ibrahim, the owner of 17 Standish Road, appeared at the meeting earlier this evening but he was not on the Commission’s agenda.  Mr. Ibrahim will be filing a new Notice of Intent with the Commission for the development of 17 Standish Road.  His hearing will be tentatively scheduled for June 12th if filed in a timely manner. Mr. Weddleton informed the Commission that he met with Mr. Ibrahim at the town hall at Mr. Ibrahim’s request and Mr. Weddleton advised him to read the denial of the Orders in the preparation of a refiling and to check the requirements of the bylaw regulations with respect to mitigation. Mr. Ibrahim wanted to appear at the meeting tonight to re-introduce himself to the Commission. Mr. Weddleton did not feel that the meeting would be necessary and did not allow Mr. Ibrahim to be placed on the agenda. 
PUBLIC HEARING:
8:25 p.m. - 10 Trailside Way – Request for Determination – Mr. Weddleton’s company (Preserve, Phase I, LLC) is the applicant for this project.  He recused himself from the table and presented the project from the audience.  Mrs. Terrio was the acting chairman for this portion of the meeting.  Mr. Weddleton was seeking a determination if an area shown on Lot 10 Trailside Way, within the Preserve at Keeney Pond Open Space Subdivision, was a resource area.  A copy of the plan showing the lot was submitted with the filing as was photographs of the subject area. 

Mr. Weddleton stated that this area was never surveyed but was identified by the previous agent for the Conservation Commission as an Isolated Area Subject to Flooding.  Over the past year and a half Mr. Weddleton has been observing the site and never observed any standing water.  The site does not appear to meet the criteria for an ILSF under the state or local regulations.  Ms. DeLonga has also been to the site several times and had taken photographs of the site as well.  Ms. DeLonga questioned if the area was an inland isolated freshwater wetland. There are no adjacent wetlands.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the area appears to be a hollowed out area that may have served to be a waste dumping site for the local farmer who owned this property at one time. 

Ms. DeLonga had identified certain wetland species in this area but the species are located throughout the subdivision site. Mr. Crafton noted that this area may have slow permeable soils that would cause some ponding to allow a community of wetland vegetation to grow.  Ms. DeLonga noted that the site appears to have been disturbed in the past. Mr. Weddleton would like his wetland scientist to come out to the site and conduct a survey.  He requested a continuation of the hearing.  Mr. Wayne made the motion to continue the public hearing to June 26, 2013 at 7:45 p.m.  Mrs. Friedman seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The hearing adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

84 Cleveland Street – The Applicant was not present.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to June 12, 2013 at 8:15 p.m.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
ACTION ITEMS:
A request for a final inspection and certificate of compliance was made to the Commission by the Affordable Housing Committee for 24 Mirror Lake Ave.  Ms. DeLonga had visited the site and presented photographs to the Commission. She recommended that the Certificate of Compliance be issued.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the issuance of a Certificate of Compliance for the project.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. The Certificate of Compliance was signed by the members. 
22 Lakeshore Drive – Mr. Weddleton noted that this site still needs to be stabilized.  The site does not have final sign off from the Board of Health as well.  Ms. DeLonga has been in contact with the Applicant on what needs to be completed in order to receive a certificate of compliance. 
Emergency Certification – The Commission reviewed the emergency certification request from the Department of Public Works Director, Robert McGhee.  A portion of Diamond Street had collapsed over a culvert.  The DPW installed silt fence and haybales for erosion control.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Emergency Certification filing to repair that portion of Diamond Street that collapsed over the culvert.  The work is to start on May 22 and be completed on May 24.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. The Emergency Certification was signed.  A copy will be sent to DEP, Central Region. 
MINUTES:

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Minutes of April 10, 2013.  Mr. Wayne seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Minutes of April 24, 2013 with an edit.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 6-0-1.  Mr. Touhey abstained.  

PUBLIC HEARING:
9:00 p.m. Buckley Mann – ANRAD FILING – No one was present as this meeting was set to review the quotes for peer review of the wetland resources.  To date no one has returned a bid.  The office contacted the wetland companies who were sent the RFQ’s and notified them that the time table to respond would be left open.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to June 12, 2013 at 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous 

ACTION ITEMS:
Gift of land - 30 Mirror Lake Avenue.  Mr. and Mrs. Roman, the owners of the parcel, had prepared a quitclaim deed offering an approximately 8,000 square foot parcel of land on Mirror Lake Avenue to the Town in the care of the Conservation Commission.  The lot consists of wetlands and is surrounded by other small parcels that are town owned.  Mr. Touhey made the motion to accept the donation of land.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  The members signed the signature page on the deed.  The deed will be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for their vote and signatures. 
Turtle crossing signs – Mrs. Friedman will contact Bob McGhee, the DPW Director, on Friday regarding the location of the turtle crossing signs. The signs should be installed on Friday.  The turtles have started their breeding migration.
Re-appointments – The appointments of Mrs. Friedman, Mr. Touhey and Ms. Lauria will expire 
on June 31st.  Mrs. Friedman did not wish to be reappointed.  Mr. Touhey and Ms. Lauria have 
requested to be re-appointed. 

Revisions to Regulations – The Commission will discuss the requirement that the Fire Chief 
sign off on all wetland crossing projects.  The matter will be tabled for the time being.  The 
Bylaw Regulations dealing with wetland crossing also need to take into consideration the 
installation of utilities.
Lake Street is scheduled to be paved.  This project is within the buffer resource to a pond and bordering vegetated wetlands.  This project requires a filing with the Commission. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 12, 2013.

________________________________, 
Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 

