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Conservation Commission
One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of October 23, 2013
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton ---- Chair ------present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	Joyce Terrio ------ -- V. Chair-- present
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Dan Crafton -------- Member ----present
	Jason Talerman ---- Assoc. member -present

	Patrick Touhey -----Member ----absent
	

	Michelle Lauria ----Member ----absent
	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.

Mr. Weddleton announced that this meeting is being audiotaped. Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, §§ 18-25, the Open Meeting law.
PUBLIC HEARING:
7:30 p.m. --84 Cleveland Street – Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to November 13, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. Mr. O’Harte had notified the office that he would be in Ireland for the next few weeks. 
VOUCHERS:
A voucher was signed for Wetland Strategies.
NEW BUSINESS:

Maple Street Conservation Land
The members reviewed the draft letter that will be sent to Howard Bailey regarding extending a trail on conservation land adjacent to the existing Paddocks and Corrals driveway.  A plan and draft deed conveying a 15 foot wide pedestrian access from Mr. Bailey to the Town was sent to Town Counsel for review. The Commission reviewed the plan. The access to the trails will be through the Maple Street Conservation Land, however a formal trail will not be constructed. The letter will also state that Mr. Bailey will be allowed to continue mowing the field and address the repair of a culvert with a proper filing to the Conservation Commission by the DPW. 
106-108 Main Street Wetland Consultant

Mr. Weddleton noted that the wetland consultant for 106 and 108 Main Street, Scott Goddard, visited the office and requested a meeting with the commission and agent prior to submittal of the Notice of Intent for those projects.  Mr. Weddleton noted that this is not advisable and so advised the staff. 

PUBLIC HEARING:
7:45 p.m.  31 Campbell Street (240-544) – The applicant, Matt Awad, was present. The additional fees have been paid.  A revised plan, dated 10/15/13, was submitted that showed the dumpster location, stockpile location and new gas line to service the house. A wetland report from AES, dated 9/16/13, was also received. 
Ms. DeLonga noted that on page 3 of the wetland report it was mentioned that there is an isolated vegetated wetland (IVW) on the opposite side of the street. This IVW was not shown on the plan.  She requested that this wetland resource be shown on the plan to determine wetland impacts, if any. 

Also on Page 4 of the report the flood elevation is listed as 136 feet.  The plan shows the flood elevation at 126 feet.   An elevation of 136 feet would place the proposed septic system in the flood plain. 
Ms. DeLonga also noted that there is human debris, i.e., bottles, etc.  near the wetland line. She requested that this debris be disposed of as a form of mitigation. The proposed septic system is located on an existing lawn area and will be reseeded and maintained as a lawn. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the hearing at 7:50 p.m. contingent upon receiving a revised plan.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

The Order of Conditions will be ready for review at the November 13th meeting.  Mr. Awad stated that he has not installed the erosion controls yet. He was advised to contact the Agent when he installed the erosion controls. 
7:50 p.m.  9 (lot 30) Willow Place – The applicant had requested an extension as the wetland report from the Commission’s consultant was not ready for this meeting.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the hearing to November 13, 2013 at 7:50 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
APPOINTMENT:
The Commission met with Jeffrey Kane, the owner of 21 Campbell Street, Margaret Shea the abutter and Kevin Roche, the owner of 25 Campbell Street.  Mrs. Shea had reviewed the plan showing mitigation for the vegetation removal along her rear property boundary and that of Mr. Roche’s property. Mr. Kane recommended that evergreen, river birch and one maple tree be planted to provide wildlife food and cover. Copies of the mitigation plan were passed out to the Commission.  The trees will be 4 feet in height.  There is not a lot of room for the plantings. Mrs. Shea stated that she was fine with the mitigation plan.  Mr. Roche stated that he will plant as much as he can in the fall of this year and will plant the rest in the spring of 2014. 

The Commission also discussed the incident in 2012 where a contractor excavating for a water line on the gravel access off Campbell Street removed trees and vegetation on Mr. Kane’s property.  Mr. Kane prepared a mitigation planting plan.  He proposed planting 8 evergreen trees.  The contractor verbally agreed to replant vegetation on Mr. Kane’s property.  Mr. Weddleton will dictate a letter to the staff tomorrow to be sent to Miles of Excavation of Wrentham, MA. A copy of the mitigation plan will also be sent to Miles of Excavation. The vegetation removed was located in the 0-50 foot no disturb buffer resource and the riverfront area. 
ACTION ITEMS:

Orders of Conditions – 7 Diamond St. 

The Commission reviewed the draft Orders of Conditions for 7 Diamond Street.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the draft Orders.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Denial of Order of Conditions – 8  & 10 Saddle Ridge Rd.

The Commission discussed the decision to deny an Order of Conditions for 8 and 10 Saddle Ridge Road voted at the meeting of October 9, 2013.  
The Commission’s consultant had been helpful in interpreting the riverfront regulations to the Commission and to the applicants.  In order to disturb riverfront area an alternatives analysis must be provided, which demonstrates that the project will lose its viability without the disturbance.  In the case of Lot 3 Saddle Ridge Road, the plans showed the footprint for a large house and multi car garage. The house shows a setback of over 100 feet from the street. The rear yard on this property would be approximately 60 feet in depth without disturbing the riverfront area. 

There was an area on the left side of the house showing approximately 15 feet between the riverfront and the house, but the applicant had the option of re-designing the house, reducing the footprint of the house and moving the house closer to the street. The septic system was originally designed for a 4 bedroom system.   The final plan submitted by Mr. O’Brien, the new owner of this property showed a five bedroom septic system and a larger house footprint.  No alternative analysis was provided to show that this was the only viable plan for development without disturbing the riverfront.  The house and septic system can still be constructed however.   The denial is only for work in the riverfront area.  

Mr. Talerman will review some of the citations in the draft decisions and review some of the details of the decision. He noted that the Bylaw Regulations with regard to the riverfront resource are no more stringent than the state regulations. 

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the decision to approve the denial of the Orders of Conditions under the state and local regulations for Lot 3 Saddle Ridge Road as drafted.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous to approve the denial decision. 
The Commission reviewed the decision to deny the Order of Conditions for Lot 4 Saddle Ridge Road.  Mr. Talerman will check the riverfront citations as it pertains to this denial and will check the details of the decision. 

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the denial of the Orders of Conditions under the state and local regulations for Lot 4 Saddle Ridge Road as drafted.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous to approve the denial decision.  
MINUTES:
The Commission reviewed the Minutes of October 9, 2013.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the minutes as revised.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Diamond Street Culvert
Mr. Weddleton noted that the DPW Director dropped off a Notice of Intent for the replacement of a pipe culvert at Diamond Street near the intersection of North Street.   The plan submitted were hand drawn.  Mr. Talerman and Mr. Crafton agreed that the project requires engineered plans and a wetland impact report.  This is a significant project and the Commission needs to review the wetland impacts. Mr. McGhee will be asked to sign a waiver to hold a hearing within 21 days of receipt of a Notice of Intent application. 
Ms. DeLonga will draft a letter on the deficiencies of the filing.  Mr. Talerman noted that the application needs to be accepted and a hearing scheduled.  The public hearing will be continued due to its incompleteness.  A project can be denied for its incompleteness.  
The Commission will invite Mr. McGhee to attend the next meeting and request a continuance until the filing is complete. 
Seekonk Street Farm

Mr. Weddleton noted that he received an e-mail for former member, Ellen Friedman, regarding animals in the stream on an operating farm on Seekonk Street.  The Commission will report to Mrs. Friedman that the Commission has little jurisdiction over an operating farm. 

Community Preservation Committee Update

Mr. Crafton reported that the Advisory Board had approved a warrant article requesting the town purchase easement rights on the Gray property on Marshall Street.  It may be possible to develop a few parking spaces for Audubon use and Lind Farm use. 

Mr. Crafton reported that the Affordable Housing Trust requested $200,000 from the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) to replenish the affordable housing account.  Mr. Crafton voted not to approve the request. 

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

_________________________________,

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
