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Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of May 28, 2014
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton –Chair ----------present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	Joyce Terrio—----V. Chair ------ present  
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Patrick Touhey ----Member ----- absent
	Jay Talerman – Associate ----------absent

	Dan Crafton --------Member -----present
	

	Michelle Lauria --- Member ---- present


	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:30 p.m. in Room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mr. Weddleton announced that the meeting was being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
ACTION ITEMS:

Possible Violation – alteration/drawdown of Highland Lake.  

The members discussed the recent drawdown event of Highland Lake.  Photographs were taken by a party and put on a local social website.  Some residents had removed flashboards from the Highland Lake dam that caused the water to drain from the lake.  Mr. Crafton noted that he would be interested in asking DEP if they consider the lowering of water levels in a lake to be a wetland violation.   This is a common occurrence with some municipalities who control levels of water in lakes during winter and summer months.  The office will contact Joe Bellino at DEP. 
8 Saddle Ridge Road – Amended Order of Conditions – Declaration of Restriction. Ms. DeLonga noted that she spoke to John Rockwood of Eco-tec this afternoon to clarify issues pertaining to the Declaration of Restriction.  The Amended Order has been revised to include a deadline (30 days from issuance of Amended Orders) for the recording of the Declaration of Restriction at the Registry of Deeds.   
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Amended Order of Conditions for 8 Saddle Ridge Road with the above revision.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
6 Berry Lane – Certificate of Release – Ms. DeLonga had photographed the site.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to issue a Certificate of Release for the expired Orders of Conditions that encumbered this parcel within the Cranberry Knoll subdivision.  Mrs. Lauria seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. The Commission signed the certificate of release.
PUBLIC HEARING:
7:35 PM -- 69 Leland Road (DEP &NCC #240-553). The Commission’s office received an e-mail from Russ Waldron, the wetland consultant for the Applicant, requesting a continuance of the public hearing to June 11, 2014.
Mrs. Lauria made the motion to continue the public hearing for 69 Leland Road to June 11, 2014 at 7:50 PM.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
VOUCHERS:

The members signed a voucher to MassCor for the printing of signs for the Pondville Conservation project (Ben Grant – Eagle Scout project).

NEW BUSINESS:
Mr. Crafton noted that the most recent development with the sale of Jane and Paul’s farm is that the owners are no longer interested in selling the property.  
The Commission reviewed the proposal from Wetland Strategies for the review of 60 River Road.  The quote to review the project is $1600.00.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the terms of the contract.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Mr. Ronald Eisner, a former Norfolk resident, has offered a gift land on Everett Street to the Conservation Commission.  The land consists of 31, 692 square feet.  The draft deed had been forwarded to Town Counsel. Town Counsel had responded that the title should be searched.  The Commission questioned the cost of the title search. They are willing to accept the parcel pending approval of Town Counsel.

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to accept the parcel of land offered by Mr. Eisner pending approval of Town Counsel.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  

OLD BUSINESS

Several Open Space subdivisions are required to convey open space to the Town under the control and management of the Conservation Commission.  The subdivisions are:

1.  Fox Run (formerly Paddocks and Corals)

2.  Fern Ridge Estates

3.  Saddle Ridge Estates

4. Norfolk Landing (including vernal pool certification)

The Commission’ staff will contact Kathy Kudirka and Howard Bailey and will contact the Planning Board as to the timing of the conveyance of the open space to the Town. Mr. Weddleton stated that the Commission should not sign off on any building permit until it is ascertained of the timing of the conveyance.  This matter will be discussed at the next meeting.  Mr. Weddleton noted that Open Space Subdivisions approved by the Planning Board state the terms and arrangement of the conveyance of the open space and this information should be sent to the Conservation Commission. 
The Commission noted that the terms of the members of the Zoning Bylaw Study Committee expired on December 31st.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Board of Selectmen will be revamping the membership of the ZBSC. This was stated at a recent Board of Selectmen meeting.
Ms. DeLonga submitted the summary pages of the 2003 21E study for Norfolk Landing to the Commission that was recently located by the Board of Health.  The report concluded that there was a small amount of hazardous residue found in the soils but not in high concentrations that would be harmful.
Mr. Weddleton inquired if the Conservation Commission has a written checklist for determining a complete application.  He recommended that the Commission formalize the application procedure to ensure that all materials are included in order to open the hearing. He recommended that all materials and information in the application should be approved by the Agent prior to scheduling the hearing.  Ms. DeLonga noted that the Commission is required to hold the public hearing  within 21 days of receipt of minimum submittal requirements.  It was noted that the Applicant also notifies the abutters at the same time an application is submitted to the Commission without a specified time for the hearing or the subject matter noted.  The State Regulations do not require that times and descriptions of the project be sent to the abutters.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals check the filing requirements before a hearing is scheduled.  The Commission could stipulate its own filing requirements under its own Bylaw Regulations.  The Commission has filing guidelines that are included in each application.  Due to the public hearing deadlines it may be necessary to just open the hearing and notify the Applicant of the application deficiencies. There is also a concern with hearings that continually get postponed without stating a reason by the Applicant. 
MINUTES

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Minutes of December 11, 2013 as amended.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Minutes of January 8, 2014 as amended.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the Minutes of April 23, 2014 as amended.  Mrs. Lauria seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

OTHER
Mr. Weddleton noted that Mr. Talerman would be submitting his resignation as an associate member of the Commission due to his recent election to Moderator.

Mr. Weddleton made the motion to close the meeting at 8:30 PM.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
The next meeting of the Conservation Commission will be June 11, 2014.
_________________________________. 

Patrick Touhey, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 30A § 22  approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
