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Conservation Commission

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting of September 10, 2014
	Commission Members
	Others

	John Weddleton –Chair ---------- present
	Janet DeLonga ---Agent ------------present

	Joyce Terrio—----V. Chair ------ present  
	Marie Simpson –Ad. Asst.----------present

	Patrick Touhey ----Member ----- present
	

	Dan Crafton --------Member -----absent
	

	Michelle Lauria --- Member ---- present

	


The duly posted meeting of the Norfolk Conservation Commission convened at 7:35 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Mr. Weddleton announced that the meeting was being audiotaped.  Said announcement being pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting law.
APPOINTMENT – Mr. Christopher Galasso was present as was Sheila Gavin.  Mr. Galasso is the owner of the property at the corner of Fruit Street and Cleveland Street, having recently purchased the property from Jane and Paul’s farm.  Mr. Weddleton explained that the Commission has received several phone calls regarding the work activities on the site that may be within the resource area.  Mr. Galasso stated that the entire property is under 61A and he intends to farm the parcel. He is currently constructing the house and barn.  He noted that he is currently putting the field back into shape to raise hay and feed for his animals.  He is also excavating an area for the animals near Cleveland Street.  Ms. DeLonga requested clarification on the location of the stream that enters the site at the corner of Cleveland and Fruit Street.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the owner has to submit an approved farm management plan to show where the activities will be taking place.

Ms. Gavin stated that she has a plan and would make a copy and drop it off to the Commission’s office on Monday. Mr. Weddleton questioned if the piping of the stream was included on the farm plan. He noted that the plan has to be prepared and approved by the State.  He asked if they had a contact person at the State level to help with this plan.  
Ms. Delonga stated that she observed a long pipe on the ground in the area of the stream.  Mr. Galasso stated that he contacted Mosquito Control and once they clean out the stream sometime in October he will install the pipe in the stream.  The stream is currently dry.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission would have to check to see if piping a stream is authorized under activities permitted for the general maintenance for a farm.  He noted that he wants to pipe the stream so he does not have to drive on the roadway with his equipment. Mr. Weddleton stated that Mr. Galasso is not to proceed until he submits an approved farm plan for the Commission to review and approve. 
Ms. Delonga noted that the letter from Mosquito Control, dated 9/5/14 stated that they would clean the stream sometime between October and June of 2015. She will contact Caroline Haviland, the Field Operations Manager for Mosquito Control.  

Lenore White, the Commission’s wetland consultant from Wetland Strategies, stated that a farmer has to have a farm plan that was prepared by NCRS.  Certain activities related to a farm would be exempt, such as harrowing and fertilizing but each activity proposed must fall under the farming exemptions. The Commission would have to review the farm plan to check the activities proposed. The Commission would need a copy of the plan. 
PUBLIC HEARING

7:50PM ANRAD -Holbrook Street.  Richard Goodreau from United Consultants was present to represent the applicant, Thomas DiPlacido, Jr. Also present was Lenore White from Wetland Strategies, the Commission’s wetland consultant who reviewed the ANRAD and plans for the Commission.  
Ms. Delonga agreed that the Inland Restricted Wetland was located on the adjoining property.  Ms. White agreed with the location of the wetland resource boundaries, which include riverfront area, intermittent streams, Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and ILSF/vernal pool.    Mr. Goodreau reported that NHESP has responded to their ANRAD filing that the protected species on this site is the box turtle. They will have to refile with NHESP with a development proposal.  A meeting will be set up with NHESP after next week’s meeting with the Planning Board.  Mr. Goodreau noted that Mr. DiPlacido is not adverse to the vernal pool being certified.  Mr. Weddleton noted that the applicant will do the certification of the vernal pool. Gillian Davis from BSC had identified the vernal pool species. The ANRAD plans are stamped with a PLS stamp. 
Mr. Goodreau noted that nothing has been done to this point about possible lead contamination of soils from the skeet shoot activity on the site.   Mr. DiPlacido is trying to get some background information from the previous owner. 

Ms. DeLonga noted that all of the concrete structures that housed the skeet should be shown on plans. 
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the hearing at 8:00 PM.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

PUBLIC HEARING:

8:00 PM – ANRAD - 20 Valley Street.  Present were Lenore White of Wetland Strategies, the Commission’s wetland consultant and Betsy Whitney, the direct abutter on Valley Street. Mr. Weddleton noted that the Commission was notified this afternoon by Mr. Quaglieri’s attorney of a request to continue the hearing.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing to October 8, 2014 at 7:30 PM.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
PUBLIC HEARING:

8:03 PM - 108 Main Street- ANRAD. Nicole Hayes from Goddard Consulting was present and represented the Applicants, Hashim Bashir and Eoghan Kelley.  Also present was Lenore White from Wetland Strategies, the Commission’s consultant. Mr. Peter Diamond, the direct abutter, and his son, Peter Diamond of Seekonk Street were present at 8:12 PM. A revised plan showing the enlargement of the resource areas was presented.  Ms. Hayes stated that she visited the site this morning and agrees with the Commission’s wetland consultant on her findings.  The plan shows the location of the old wetland flags and new wetland flags that were established by Ms. White. 

Ms. White noted that this is not a good time to conduct a vernal pool survey of the ponds. She recommended that the Commission delay a finding on the status of the vernal pools.  Mr. Weddleton noted that even though Goddard did not observe any vernal pool species, the Commission would want their own consultant to check the site for vernal pools. 

Mr. Weddleton noted that there is an intermittent stream channel between the two ponds.  This should be classified as such on the plans.  Ms. White noted that any crossing would have to meet DEP’s stream crossing standards. The culvert pipe is 18 inches in diameter.  A previously filed plan indicated that the pipe diameter was 12 inches. 

Ms. White noted that there are a couple of isolated wetlands that impact this property. Ms. Hayes noted that they are not requesting that these resource areas on the adjacent property be confirmed. 

The Commission acknowledged the remediation efforts on the property.  A letter will be sent to the Applicant lifting the cease and desist order.

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to close the hearing at 8:15 PM.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

PUBLIC HEARING:

8:15 PM – ANRAD - 106 Main Street.  Nicole Hayes from Goddard Consulting represented the applicants. Also present were Eoghan Kelley and Hashim Bashir, the property owners. A revised plan with an enlarged detail of the resource areas was presented.   Lenore White from Wetland Strategies, the Commission’s consultant, was also present.  Ms. Hayes stated that she agreed to the relocation of the wetland flags that were hung by Ms. White.  The surveyor located these flags on the plan.  Mr. Weddleton noted that there is an area that appeared to be disturbed for soil testing. He noted that this disturbed area should be shown on the plan as wetland area, which it was originally shown on a previously submitted plan for this parcel.  The disturbance interferes with identifying hydric soils in this area. He noted that the previously agreed wetland line showing this area to be a wetland be incorporated into the new plan unless Ms. Hayes can offer scientific proof that that no wetland existed in this area.  All of the vegetation had been removed in this area and it was evident that the area was recently disturbed. 

Ms. White noted that she did not see the area before the disturbance and could not inform the Commission on what vegetation was there previously.  She recommended that the Commission approve the line that was previously approved with a recent filing on this property.  The applicants and Ms. Hayes agreed to move the wetland lines to encompass this disturbed area. This area would have to be mitigated.  Mr. Weddleton questioned why the engineer would go into this area and conduct deep soil tests without informing the Commission.  The new owners are now responsible.  The Commission will require a remediation plan of this disturbed area.  Mr. Weddleton stated that the Commission would allow Goddard Consulting to contact Ms. White directly on a remediation plan to save time. Ms. DeLonga noted that the revised plan must show and label the intermittent stream on the site and to also show the 15 inch pipe that flows from the pond under the Town Hall parking lot. 
The Commission will await the additional information before closing the hearing. Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the hearing to September 24 at 8:00 PM.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. The hearing adjourned at 8:30 PM.

ACTION ITEMS:
Mrs. Terrio made the motion to issue a certificate of compliance for the installation of a new septic system at 48 Lakeshore Drive (Mary Shaheen).  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
The Commission will defer discussion on the completion of the Pondville Eagle Scout project until the next meeting.  Mr. Crafton is the liaison for the Commission for this project. 

Mrs. Terrio made the motion to issue an ORAD to Thomas DiPlacido, Jr. for the confirmation of wetland resource boundaries on the Holbrook Street parcel (Lot 162). Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  
VOUCHERS:

A voucher for wetland services by Wetland Strategies was approved and signed. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

Correspondence was received from Sage Advisors informing the Commission that the airport property was recently purchased by an anonymous philanthropist. The area will be kept in its natural state.  The property will be mowed/hayed in order to keep the 61A status. 

MINUTES
Minutes of August 13, 2014.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the minutes as revised.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was 3-0-1.  Mr. Weddleton abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 
Minutes of August 27, 2014.  Mrs. Terrio made the motion to approve the minutes as drafted.  Mr. Touhey seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 

Mr. Touhey made the motion to close the meeting at 8:45PM.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
___________________________,

Patrick Touhey, Clerk 

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 30A § 22  approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matters (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 

