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Zoning Board of Appeals
Business Meeting of September 17, 2008

Present:
Robert Luciano, Lorraine Sweeney, David Pergola, Joseph Flanagan,



Joseph Sebastiano, Shawn Dooley

Absent:
Michael Kulesza

Other:

George Hall (Town Counsel)

This meeting was videotaped by NCTV
The duly posted meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.  

Mr. Luciano chaired this meeting in the absence of Mr. Kulesza.

The members signed vouchers.

The members reviewed the business minutes of August 20, 2008.   Mr. Flanagan made the motion to approve the minutes as drafted.  Mrs. Sweeney seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.

The chairman noted that the Reorganization pertaining to the Zoning Bylaw Study Committee and Affordable Housing Committee will be postponed to later in the evening.

There were no applications to preview for October hearings.

Correspondence was received from the Building Inspector regarding 86 Boardman Street.  The correspondence will be entered into the public record during the public hearing for Mark and Liza Carreiro.
A brochure regarding a chapter 40B seminar was reviewed.  The seminar is scheduled for Friday, October 3, 2008 from 7:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in Mansfield.  Pre-registration is required.  
There were no Conservation Commission applications to review.

The business meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. to conduct the public hearings for Mark & Liza Carreiro (86 Boardman Street), and at 8:55 p.m. for William and Beverly Slattery (110 Park Street) and Donald and Linda Skerry (30A Turner Street).
At the conclusion of the public hearings, Town Counsel, conducted a zoning workshop for the Board.  Topics covered were Town Counsel’s availability to the Zoning Board of Appeals to discuss rules governing members’ participation in the hearing process, the open meeting law; sending e-mails; when to go into executive session; receipt of notice of appeals; significance of findings of facts in court proceedings and de novo court hearings.  Town Counsel also addressed the importance of what is written in the decision of the Board and he offered to be of help to the board in this matter.  Town Counsel also addressed split votes (3-2 votes) and how to write a decision when the vote is split. Also discussed was the difference between a Special Permit and a Variance and timetables for filing decisions and the purpose of Appeals of the Building Inspector’s decisions.  Town Counsel also discussed agricultural uses as it relates to local zoning.  Town Counsel recommended reading zoning manuals by Mark Brobowski or Martin Healy. 
The Board discussed whether to charge an extra fee for certified mailings to abutters rather than send notices of hearings via first class mail.  The zoning statute does not stipulate that notices be sent via “certified” mail.  Town Counsel will look into this however. 
The meeting closed at 11:00 p.m.

__________________________,

David Pergola, Clerk
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